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DETECTION AND APPREHENSION OF CRIME 


An Address Before Annual Convention by Inspector L. B. Nichols, Administrative 
Assistant, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Washington, D. C. 


May I express the regrets of Mr. J. EDGAR HOOVER, Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, at not being able to meet with you today, and convey to you 
his personal regards and greetings. In all sincerity, he deeply appreciated the honor of 
being invited by your President to participate in your deliberations, which was matched 
only by his hopes for what this distinguished conference will accomplish. Indeed, your 
deliberations may well be regarded as a historic moment in the progress of your State, by 
reason of the many problems you have had before you dealing with the administration 
of criminal justice. 


During the past decades crime has taken on such proportions as to defy even 
imagination. The reign of the gangster, with his blatant contempt for law, is obviously 
one of America’s greatest problems. And the problem of crime has probably received 
more fantastic attention during the past few years than any other problem of a similar 
type or character. 


In the past it has been like the weather—everybody talked about it, but little has 
been done until recent years. Crime we have had with us always—at least since the com- 
mission of that first crime of lareeny—when Adam stole the forbidden fruit in the Gar- 
den of Eden. And we will probably continue to have erime—so long as man’s basie pas- 
sions and instincts survive. Certainly, so long as this generation is concerned, a time in 
which crime will not be a problem worthy of consideration of the best minds of the com- 
munity—particularly of men and women trained in the law, may be relegated to the far 
distant future. Yet, crime can be minimized. Substantial progress has been made, 
though we cannot adopt the ostrich-like attitude of some soothsayers, and members of 
the sob-sisters fraternity, and refuse to view the facts as they exist. 


In reality, crime has reached a pinnacle of appalling heiglits. It lives next door to 
us. It rubs elbows with us. It’s blood-eaked hands touch ours, A lackadaisical attitude 
has resulted in a crisis. No American home is free of the shadow of crime. Three out of 
every four persons are potential victims of crime. Last year, in this suposedly civilized 
nation, a serious crime occurred every twenty-two seconds, until the staggering total of 
nearly 1,500,000, serious crimes were committed, including a murder every thirty-nine 
minutes, a burglary every one and three-quarter minutes, a rape every sixty-two minutes, 
and a car theft every two and one-quarter minutes, to say nothing of some 14,000,000 
minor infractions of the law. 


Time does not permit further exposition on the facts regarding crime, yet I must 
hasten to say that the action taken by the American Bar in recent years has been most 
gratifying in coping with defects in that phase of jurisprudence which deals with crime, 
criminals and the protection of society, and it is to be sincerely hoped that the seeds 
which you have planted and nutured during the past three days may be cultivated and 
developed into a growth that will inure to the citizens of the great State of Florida whom 
you serve and represent This, however, is neither the time nor the place to engage in 
pious platitudes. We must face the facts, and in doing so it may be noted in passing that 
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according to Uniform Crime Reports tabulated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
from Police reports received from every state in the union, that Florida rates fifth in 
homicide, (rates per 100,000 inhabitants), second in robbery, third in aggravated assaults, 
first in burglary, fifth in larceny, and twenty-third in auto thefts.* 


Whether you like it or not, the clock on the wall and the watch in your pocket are 
cronometers of crime. And every time your timepiece ticks off a second, crime is cost- 
ing this country $475.00. Every hour of the day and night witnesses a tax levied by the 
lawless totaling $1,700,000.00, until at the end of the year approximately fifteen billion 
dollars are diverted from legitimate sources to illegitimate activity. Thus, we can con- 
sider our crime problem with profit. 


In its broadest sense, criminal justice entails not alone the problems of detection, 
apprehension, prosecution and rehabilitation, but the broader ones of causation and ef- 
fect. The machinery of criminal justice contains many gears, Each must be in perfect 
alignment if the maximum efficiency is to result. The entire machinery for the adminis- 
tration of criminal justice is directed toward the single objective—the protection of so- 
ciety. One of the most important cogs in this giant gear designed for the betterment of 
our citizens are those dealing with detection and apprehension. Regardless of the learn- 
ing, training, experience, ability and dignity of our courts, it is obvious that the crime 
must first be detected and the criminal apprehended before they can function. And by 
the same token, efficient and effective detection and apprehension availeth not if the 
gear skips a cog or so, and through such despicable practices as bail bond rackets, the 
“fix,” grand jury whitewashing, plea copping, perjury, intimidation of witnesses, judi- 
cial misconduct, jury tampering, bribery, and undue leniency, the culprit goes seot free 
to continue to plunder and ravage. And society is not being properly protected even 
though there be sure detection, swift apprehension and a fair and just trial, if the 
wrongdoer, like regurgitated filth is spewed out again unreformed, unrehabilitated, and 
unrelegated to contaminate society by parole, which is not parole except in name, by ill 
advised clemency, or through the efforts of the futile social reformer, or the advocates 
of an easy freedom and the open cell block. 


As I speak to you this morning, I do so with a grieving heart over the memory of 
Special Agent WILLIAM RAMSEY, who last Tuesday was killed in eold blood by JOE 
EARLYWINE, whose record reads as follows: 


1921, 1 to 8 years, suspended sentence, chicken stealing. 
1922, Acquitted by jury on charge of rape. 

1926, 1 to 14 years, grand larceny. 

1934, 2 to 14 years, conspiracy to commit felony. 


The reality of crime and criminals is indeed appalling, and its marching armies 
present a demoralizing sight. Their forces simulate an endless chain, with the same faces 
constantly recurring in the line of march. Out of every battalion of 1,000 persons ar- 
rested last year, 550 had marched down the pathway to prior arrest, and 287 out of every 
1,000 arrested had previously heard the ring of the Judge’s gavel after he had pronounced 
sentence. 


And while my subject deals with Detection and Apprehension, we must face the 
crime problem on a broader front, for the erying need today in so far as criminal jus- 
tice is concerned is better coordination and a more concerted and unified effort on the 
part of all forces of decency and law and order. And may I say that we who are engaged 
in active law enforcement work look to you as our allies. Regardless of which side of 
a case we may be associated with—of first import is the protection of society. 


It is not at all strange that the legal profession has given to the United States a 
pioneer in law enforcement. In 1924 this country witnesses the beginning of what can 
truly be termed a Modern Crusade, for it was in that year that the Honorable HARLAN 
F. Stone, then Attorney General of the United States and now a Justice on the bench 
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of the United States Supreme Court, appointed a young lawyer scarcely twenty-nine 
years of age as Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. J. EDGAR HOOVER 
aceepted this responsibility and since then has dedicated his life and energy in that most 
important function of government—the protection of its citizens from lawlessness. The 
Federal Bureau of Investigation is a “We” Enterprise. Its suecess has depended upon 
the efforts of every man and woman who constitutes its personnel—yet its Director is 
solely responsible for its present high standards and its achievements, aided and inspired 


by the courage and leadership of the Attorney General of the United States, the Honor- 
able HOMER S. CUMMINGS. 


Like every other phase of human endeavor, the success of Law Enforcement must ulti- 
mately depend upon its personnel. MR. HOOVER, immediately following his appoint- 
ment as Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 1924 instituted the Bureau’s 
present requirements that to be eligible for appointment as a Special Agent, the appli- 
cant had to be a graduate of a recognized law school, an expert accountant, or have had 
extensive investigative experience. In 1924, 16 per cent of the Bureau’s Agents were law- 
yers, while today 85 per cent are are graduates of law schools or accounting schools. They 
have been trained dilligently over a long period of time in all phases of scientific de- 
duction, detection, and apprehension. They are experts at persistence, religiously con- 
verted to the idea that once upon the trail of an offender their efforts must never cease 
until their man is captured or until his innocence has been thoroughly established. For 
the past several years, approximately 95 out of every 100 persons taken before a Federal 
Court in eases investigated by the men of the FBI have been convicted. 


There is nothing mysterious about the operation of the FBI. Persistence, plus 
trained intelligence which overlooks no clue or lead, have produced results. And in 
achieving results, unethical tactics are not tolerated. The Third Degree, frankly, is taboo. 
It has not been tolerated since MR. HOOVER’S appointment as Director, and it will 
not be tolerated in the future. It does not exist in the FBI, except in the mind of an 


occasional member of that segment of the bar who places his client above his ethies 
above the facts. 


There was a time, possibly within the memory of some of you senior members of 
the bar, when crime could have been regarded as a local problem. That is certainly not 
the case today. With our constantly shrinking national boundaries, we can never tell when 
an interstate crook will strike in the most out-of-the-way place. Such is the case of 
CLARENCE E. MAHAFFEY, whose specialty is preying upon attorneys. An expert 
forger, he has literally bilked lawyers out of thousands upon thousands of dollars. He 
has used the same operandi successfully, to our knowledge, in the states of Florida, New 
Mexico, Wisconsin, Ohio, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Virginia, West Virginia, Illinois, 
Arizona, Texas, North Carolina, Mississippi, New Hampshire, Washington, and we frank- 
ly do not know how many other states. Since we are on the subject of Detection and Ap- 
prehension, let me relate his usual operandi by citing an actual instance. 


MAHAFFEY ealled upon an attorney in Albuquerque, New Mexico, whose name 
he later forged to a check. He retained the attorney to represent him in a probate pro- 
ceeding allegedly pending at Santa Cruz, New Mexico. He later arranged to meet the 
attorney at a designate place at noon on a certain date many miles away from Albuquer- 
que. At noon on the appointed day MAHAFFEY was at the lawyer’s office—Could he 
use the telephone, he asked the lawyer’s secretary. In this benefactor’s private office he 
carried on a conversation—he tipped his associate off that the coast was clear, and then 
told the secretary that he was expecting a telephone call. In a few minutes the telephone 
rang. MAHAFFEY answered. The bank was calling about a check carrying the attor- 
ney’s signature for $2,845,00 that had just been presented. Of course it was all right MA- 
HAFFEY, posing as the attorney, informed the banker, that he had just given it to so 
an so, mentioning the name of the person to whose order the check was drawn. The trick 
worked, and within an hour another check for $2500.00 was cashed at a different teller’s 
cage by using the same scheme. The FBI is today coordinating the search for this para- 
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site and sooner or later he will be brought to justice, J hope before he calls on any of 
you. In this ease any one Law Enforcement Ageney would be confronted with a futile 
task, but with the combined resources of Loeal, County, State and Federal Law Enforee- 
ment Agencies, MAHAFFEY’S career will be brought to an abrupt end. 


Detection and Apprehension, while necessarily covering wide geographic areas, can 
best be effected, not by a National Police Force as such, but by the cooperative efforts 
of all Law Enforcement. And Law Enforcement on a nation-wide basis in the past few 
years has become one organization in spirit. The Federal Bureau of Investigation was 
designed not to supplant but to supplement local law enforcement. It does not seek to 
usurp or compete with local law enforcement, for certainly there is enough work for all. 


Every function of the FBI has been developed along the lines of cooperation, and 
every resource of the FBI is available to all local law enforcement agencies in all prob- 
lems of mutual interest. MR. HOOVER has not only preached cooperation, he has insist- 
ed that cooperation in its truest spirit be practiced. Yet we are frank to admit that there 
are instances where cooperation is impossible and, while they are rare nevertheless we 
cannot be expected to cooperate with a law enforcement agency which is corrupt, in- 
efficient, or which cannot keep confidences. 


One of the great forward steps of law enforcement in detection and apprehension 
has been in the field of Identification. And it has only been since 1924 that this nation 
has had a clearing house for Criminal Identification data. Created shortly after MR. 
HOOVER’S appointment as Director, the Identification Division of the FBI stands as 
a tribute to the cooperation of American Law Enforcement. From a nucleus of 810,000 
fingerprint records, its files now contain over eight and one-half-million sets of finger- 
print impressions, and in less than five minutes an incoming set of fingerprint impres- 
sions man be identified by searching through our files, if those impressions are of an- 
individual who has previously been fingerprinted. Over six hundred times a month 
fugitives from justice are being identified merely by searching their prints through our 
files, to which are being added the fingerprints of five thousand five hundred persons 
arrested for some violation throughout the nation each day. Florida has pioneered in this 
most important phase of Detection and Apprehension. While a criminal may change his 
name a hundred times and travel to the four corners of the world, once his fingerprints 
are placed on file he can never escape the true revelation of his identity. 


I am reminded of a case which occurred only recently and which stands out as a mod- 
ern miracle in Detection and Apprehension. A woman was brutally murdered in Penn- . 
sylvania. A careful check resulted in developing several latent fingerprints at the scene 
of the crime. Those impressions were sent to Washington and, when searched through 
our files, were identified with the fingerprints of the Agile Eyed Bandit, WENDELL 
FOREST BOWERS, who had been paroled from prison just a few weeks before the 
murder. Where he was, no one knew. A Wanted Notice was placed in the Bureau’s files 
among the 23,000 other wanted notices. The weeks passed. Then one day the fingerprint 
impressions of an individual arrested for vagrancy in Louisville, Kentucky, were received. 
They were identified with the impressions of WENDELL FOREST BOWERS. A wire 
was sent to our office in Louisville and within a few hours he had confessed to our 
agents and was turned over to the Pennsylvania State authorities. 


In another instance, the victim of an aggravated assault was lingering near death in 
Los Angeles. A suspect was arrested but the victim was unconscious and hence not able 
to identify him. Confronted with a Writ of Habeas Corpus it became necessary for the 
authorities to ascertain his identity. The suspect was fingerprinted, yet Washington was 
twenty-four hours away by Air Mail, so his fingerprint impressions were photographed 
and sent to Washington by wire photo, and within two hours they had an answer. The 
suspect was identified. He had previously served eleven years of a twenty year sentence 
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for murder and, consequently, the police encountered no further diffieulty in holding 
the suspect until he could be identified. 


Detection and Apprehension frequently call for all the ingenuity that science has de- 
veloped. For decades the value of circumstantial evidence has been argued pro and con, 
particularly by the laity. With the application of science to law entorcement, however, it 
cannot be denied that physical evidence found at the scene of a crime, properly identi- 
fied and examined by honest and qualified specialists cannot be honestly refuted, In 
such instances, circumstantial and opinion evidences comes far nearer to the cold, rational 
and impersonal truth than may ever be developed by eye witnesses. From the richness 
of your experiences must come the harrowing remembrances of witnesses breaking under 
the strain of relentless and vigorous cross examination. On the other hand, contrast such 
situations with the testimony of the scientist, based upon uncontrovertible facts, measure- 
ments, weights, chemical tests, comparison of the light waves of the spectrum and actual 
imprints left on physical evidence. 


Scientific crime detection is only in its infaney. The FBI’s technical laboratory is only 
six years old, yet last year its white garbed scientists examined over 250,000 specimens 
of evidence in over 6,600 cases. Here again is an example of cooperation, for shortly after 
the laboratory was organized MR. HOOVER made its facilities available to all law en- 
forcement agencies, and today even the most routine examinations reveal facts that are 
stranger than fiction and which would startle the imagination of that great detective of 
fiction, SHERLOCK HOLMES. 


May I revert to my premise, detection and apprehension are but cogs in the ma- 
chinery for the administration of criminal justice. We have criminal laws for but one 
purpose—namely the protection of society. And if society fails to receive its fullest mea- 
sure of protection, everyone connected with the administration of our criminal laws must 
bear their share of the responsibility. If one segment fails—all fails. Certainly as mem- 
bers of the legal profession we all have a very definite responsibility. The battle against 
crime must be fought on two fronts, First through the medium of sure detection, swift 
apprehension, and certain punishment and rehabilitation. In the second instance all forces 
of decency must be marshalled on the front of crime prevention. We of law enforcement 
ean deal with the 4,500,000 persons of known criminal tendencies. But you as a com- 
munity leaders must marshall your forces to prevent the future enlistment in crime’s black 
army. A letter from a youthful admirer of the G-Men is relevant to the issue, for the 
youngster wrote: 


“United States G Men 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear sirs: 


Would you please send me some want ads for crooks, ete. We have a club 
called the Terrific Three and would like some very much 


Yours truly 


The Terrific Three 
P. S. You can stop a mountain 
You can stop a sea 
But you ean’t stop the Terrific Three.” 


The lad is right, you can’t stop the Terrific Three, which constitute in crime, sup- 
pression, a cooperative law enforcement, a cooperative citizenry and a dedication of our- 
selves to the task of crime prevention. Ten items appear on the agenda of “Must Action :” 

Cooperation and sound practical programs must be the order of the day in law 
enforcement and the administration of justice 


Peace officers everywhere must continue to progress and honestly discharge their 
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duties unhampered by the stifling influences of corruption in publie office, backed by a 
civic spirited and understanding bar. 


Self-seeking venal politicians must be supplanted by honest law-abiding public ser- 
vants. Favoritism in law enforcement must go and the fix must be viewed with contempt. 


The sense of the community must be revived and a sharp edge placed on individual 
conscience and responsibility. 


Everywhere individuals must furnish examples with their exhortation. 


Apostles of crime must be segregated instead of becoming objects of sentimental 
sympathy and the crack pot criminologists, slobbering sob sisters and fiddle-faced re- 
formers must be viewed in their true characters. 


We must depopulate our prisons by true preventive measures instead of ill-adminis- 
tered schemes and theories. 


The house where youth sometimes find their parents must be home, and not a hovel; 
and where they find their parents they must find their confidants and pals. The home 
must be a place of proper living, as well as proper teaching. 


The schools must mould character as well as craftsmanship; must not only teach pro- 
fessions, but patriotism. They must recognize that criminal careers originate in early 
life and endeavor to bolster the home in teaching individual moral responsibility. Our 
playgrounds must develop manliness as well as muscle; must train not only in sports but 
sportsmanship as well; and 


If we are to prevent crime, we must begin with the high chair instead of the elee- 
trie chair. 


OBJECTIVES AND DUTIES OF LAW SCHOOLS 


R. A, RASCO, Dean Miami Law School, an Address Before Annual Convention, 
é May 6th 


I have been interested in education practically all of my life, having been reared in 
the shadows of the halls of Stetson University, and have been more particularly interest- 
ed in legal education since 1930, as a professor in the law school of the University of 
Miami, sueceeding to my father’s place as head of the law school in 1931, the year in’ 
which he died. I have been fortunate in being able to work with the various committees 
of the State Bar Association on legal education since 1933. I have diseussed the matter 
of legal education both with the members of the various committees and with a good 
many of the members of the bar and find that there are almost as many ideas on legal 
education as there are members of the bar. 


The matters that I am presenting to you today are nothing new in legal education 
and are presented rather for the purpose of calling to the attention of members of the 
bar certain problems than expounding any new theories. For I find that many members 
of the bar are ill-advised as to the requirements of a practicing attorney and are ill- 
advised as to the real purposes of the law school. Sad as it may seem, a good many 
members of the bar seem to think that a man has a moral and political right to be an 
incompetent lawyer, and if the question is brought up concerning the raising of the edu- 
cational standards of the candidates who expect to take the bar examination, they im- 
mediately seem to think that we would be depriving the poor boy of his right to become 
a lawyer. Howevver, I maintain that if a modern Lincoln should appear—through his 
perserverance and strength of character he would qualify himself, thorugh proper educa- 
tion, and would obtain a legal education no matter what the hardships. And we must’ 
remember that the opportunities for education both general and legal are greater today 
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than during Lincoln’s time, and even today it is easier for a boy to obtain two years 
of college work than it was for a boy to obtain a high school education fifteen years ago. 


There is some misunderstanding also as to the purpose of the law school—many 
members of the bar openly asserting that the three laws schools in the state of Florida 
are mere diploma mills and that the sole and only proper way to gain admittance to the 
practice of law is by examination. While I agree with them insofar as to state that every 
man who expects to pracice law should take an examination, [ disagree with them as to 
the requirements the boy should have before he should be allowed to take the bar exami- 
nation. 


As you no doubt know, there are three types of law schools. First, the trade school, 
which has no entrance requirements or very low entrance requirements and which pays 
very little or no attention to the history or philosophy of the law, and absolutely ignores 
the connection between the science of the law and the science of economics and sociology. 
Second, there is the purely philosophical school, most of them having high entrance re- 
quirements but which teach only the h'story and philosophy of law—that is to say, they 
attempt to tell the student what the law should be and the effect upon society if the 
law were what it should be. Speculate as to what great educators in law or treatise writ- 
ers would say on the subject. These schools are very beneficial to a degree but are very 
limited in usefulness to the students who expect to make a living practicing law. These 
schools usually have a very hgh percentage of casualties among those taking the bar ex- 
aminations. They attempt to teach the student to understand the law but they don’t teach 
him the law which they expect him to understand. Law, as a part of the preparation for 
the bar, must be considered as substantive and adjective; one is the complement of the 
other and together they constitute a legal unity. No lawyer is properly equipped, what- 
ever his learn‘ng in substantive law, if he knows not the adjective law by which the rights 
of his client may be enforced or his wrongs redressed. Then there is the third class of 
law school, which in my mind is the ideal law school, which honestly attempts to teach 
the student as much law as possible—both the theory, history of the law, philosophy of 
the law and as well as much of the mechan‘es of the law as possible. Having taught them 
the law it strives to teach them to understand the law. 


The right to practice law is the right to employ procedural process and that right 
is a trust conferred upon the members of the bar for the benefit of society. Most educa- 
tors say that their objective is to teach the student to think and legal educators add the 
one word “legal.” Their objective is to train the student to think legally or to develop 
a legal reasoning, but the most that can be expected of any law school is to teach the 
student the approach to the law and the law school must be satisfied to equip a student 
with that which has been called the “legal mind.” 


No one will take issue with me that the successful, well-equipped lawyer must have z 
broad and liberal education. Education confined to law solely makes the man narrow. 
Knowledge in law is not enough, but he must have some knowledge of sociology and eco- 
nomic philosophy. He must be well grounded to extra legal subjects that have nothing 


to do with the teaching of law and have no direet connection with the law. 


A lawyer has three duties—-the duty to his client—the duty to the courts and the 
duty to the public. Therefore, a legal education must not be conceived from the point ot 
view of private practice only, but from public interests. I greatly admire a_ boy 
who has the preserverance to attempt to learn law at odd hours while he is making a liv- 
ing, attending legal trade schools and taking the bar examination time and time again 
until he finally successfully passes, but such a boy—with inadequate and improper edu- 
cation—adds no credit to the bar, for a boy brought up in poor circumstances has a low 
standard of living and chap living by the members of the bar tends to lower the fees that 
can be reasonably charged for adequate services to the client, and every admission to 
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the bar by one of these men with the ideas of living cheaply and having a low standard 
of living tends to cheapen and lower the standard of living ot the profession. 


Many members of the bar assert openly that there are too many practitioners and 
for that reason they are almost unanimous in their ery for harder bar examinations, not 
for the purpose of bringing up the standards of the profession but rather to keep down 
the number of practicing lawyers. This premise, I assert, is false, since every boy has 
an inalienable right in our country to follow the trade or profession that he chooses, 
and should not be handicapped unduly or unfairly kept from practicing his chosen pro- 
fession. However, this inalienable right to follow his profession does not give him an 
inalenable right, moral or political, to be an incompetent or unqualified lawyer, and thus 
a prey upon the public. 


It is also true that many of the law schools in the country believe that there are too 
many law schools and that the requirement should be so high with reference to payment 
ot salaries to professors, the number of volumes in the law libraries and magnitude of 
the endowment, that it would be impossible for a school of limited means to add to its 
curriculum the law school. It is true that the facilities both to 
faculty and library should be adequate, but should not be prohibitive to the establish- 
ment of other law schools, especially in connection with established educational _ insti- 
tutions. 


Thus we find that a large number of law schools—when I speak of law schools, I 
mean the leaders in legal education who are attached to such law schools start with the 
wrong premise, as do many of the lawyers. Granted that there are too many law schools 
and that there are too many lawyers we should not attempt to limit the number of law 
schools by means of a material standard only, or limit the number of lawyers by means 
of a fixed percentage passing the bar examination regardless of the grade made on tak- 
ing the examination, because in so doing we defeat the purpose for which we are striv- 
ing. By the prohibition in establishing law schools based on material wealth solely, we 
create an opportunity for the creation of more trade schools or law schools which have 
low entrance requirements and which have no regard to the knowledge which it may or 
may not impart to the students who attend their sessions,, thus opening the door for the 
untrained, unethical and immoral person with a low standard of living to enter the bar. 
That is to say that because of the limitation in the number of good law schools with a 
reasonable tuition, the poor student, not being able to afford the luxuries and finer points 
of a highly endowed school, must of necessity enter the school which will best fit his 
pocket-hook, and become more or less warped, by attendance in such law schools, aga‘nst 
the true principles of ethics, both legal and moral, because of the prejudice engendered 
by such low type schools. However, if the legitimate educational institutions are en- 
couraged to establish, as part of their curriculum, standard law schools with adequate 
teaching facilities and adequate libraries and equipment, without the additions and ap- 
pendiges of luxury, more students will be attracted to those schools so well equipped to 
properly teach the law than to the low type trade school, because of their ability to meet 
the financial requirements and not become so discouraged in the very beginning and pre- 
judiced against the luxury schools. Thus we see that both the bar and the law school ac- 
crediting agencies can go too far and defeat the goal for which they are striving, 


I was talking not long ago with a member of the grievance committee of one of the 
larger bar associations of the state, and in the course of the conversation inquired of him 
whether he and his committee had received more complaints concerning members of the 
bar who had graduated from a good law school or covering those who had never attend- 
ed any law school, or if so, had only a short time, or in a school totally unequipped to 
properly impart that knowledge which is so essential to a practicing lawyer. He inform- 
ed me that nearly all of the trouble had by his committee was occasioned by men who 
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had never attended a law school and by those men who had acquired a legal education in 
a hit and miss fashion. 


Thus we tind that the duty of the law school is not only to teach the prospective at- 
torney-at-law the rules, the history and the philosophy ot law, together with the mechan- 
ics thereof, as far as is possible, and to train him to be a good lawyer with a well-trained 
legal mind, but also to go further and to instill in the embryonie lawyer those funda- 
mental things which go to make up a successful and influential lawyer, such as indus- 
try, honesty, sobriety and integrity, without which it is impossible to carry on a highly 
successful and influential life as a lawyer and a citizen. 


This man told me further that his committee had less trouble with those men who 
had graduated first from a college or university with a bachelor’s degree or better before 
taking a law degree than those men who had not had any pre-legal education before going 
to a law school or studying law in a haphazard sort of fashion, thus indicating that a 
young man who is willing to undergo the harsh discipline of the law school, with a good 
background of liberal education, is more inclined to have the strong moral character which 
will be demanded of him as a thorough, hard-working, honest and ethieal lawyer. 


The American Bar Association, through its Council on Legal Education and Admissions 
to the Bar, and the association of American Law Schools, have made great strides in the 
last twenty years in bringing up the average level of the American Law School, and 1 
can say without fear of successful contradiction that the typical men or women who have 
been admitted to the bar since the end of the World War is better equipped both from 
a moral and intellectual standpoint than those admitted prior to such time. 


The state of Florida does not as yet have the problem of the metropolitan night 
school, which has gathered vast enrollments principally made up of the wage earner 
who has very little time to give for the training for the bar, with no precedent education 
or experience. However, the time is coming in the not too distant future when the un- 
scrupulous night school will appear, organized for the sole and only purpose of making 
profit on the legally-minded ambitious, hoiding out to them the picture of the more 
abundant life, to be attained by a minimum amount of effort. In fact, until the recent 
adoption by the Supreme Court of the State of Florida of rules for the admission to the 
bar of its applicants, which must have at least a high school education coupled with 
three years legal study, there were beginning to mushroom in Florida a considerable 
number of such low requirement night schools as to endanger the bar of Folrida itself. 
Of course we must be happy in what is the beginning of a stricter and more stringent 
rule to be applied to those who expect to take the bar examination. We must hope and 
strive for the adoption of such rules by our Supreme Court requiring that every candi- 
date shall take the bar examination before being admitted to the practice of law, and 
providing further that such candidates who expect to take the examination must be prop- 
erly trained and properly equipped both in pre-legal and legal education, obtained in a 
proper medium with not less than three years attendance at a standard American Law 
School before such candidate shall be allowed to even apply for the state bar examination. 


Many lawyers believe that only a high school education should be demanded of all 
applicants and that at least one or two years of legal study should be required of, the 
applicants, but we must realize if we are to raise the efficiency of the bar that we must 
require a full three year course at a standard American law school or have no legal re- 
quirements, for the instant that a man is required to take only one or two years legal 
schooling before being received by the State Board of Law Examiners to take the bar 
examination, a large majority of the students who would study law would end their 
study at the end of the first year, if that be the requirement, or at the end of the second 
year, if that be the requirement, and having successfully passed the examination at such 
period of time he would never return as a student to the law school. 


So we find that we must go all the way at one time. That, no doubt is the reason for 
the adoption of the new rules by our Supreme Court requiring three years study of law 
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before an applicant can take the bar examination. I was also happy to see the recogni- 
tion of the necessity of a college education by our court. 


Although law schools are meant to train men to be lawyers, and the better law schools 
endeavor to obtain that ideal and to develop the student as much as possible during the 
time that they have the students under their tutelage, they all realize that no law school 
ean turn out a finished practitioner, realizing that only the experience obtained in pro- 
fessional practice after long years of hard work can fully develop the man into a finished 
lawyer. And the best school of course is that school which can definitely put a man as 
many years ahead in his professional career as is possible. The law school should strive 
to instill in the student, when he begins the study of law, that he is there for the pur- 
pose of preparing himself for something that will last throughout his entire life and not 
only for the purpose of just being admitted to the practice of law, either by receiving 
his diploma or taking the bar examination, because merely being admitted to the bar, 
with or without examination, does not mean that he will become a lawyer, and the school 
should further instill in the student’s mind, that obtaining a law degree or being admit- 
ted to the practice of law are goals which are merely incidental and may mean little or 
mean much. To the boy of average intelligence and ability it usually means only so much 
or so little as that school which gives him the training. 


The law school of today is a very different sort of school than that school attended by 
many of the older members of the bar, because the legal practice today ealls for a differ- 
ent sort of training and development than that which a few years ago would have been 
sufficient. Business and government have undergone radical changes in the last few 
years and have outgrown the bounds of our legal training, and because of the enlarge- 
ment and development of many new fields which were unknown to the lawyer a genera- 
tion ago, a broader knowledge of political, social, economic and other changes is re- 
quired today. In fact, business and government has grown so much and changed so much 
that in many respects the field of activity of the modern lawyer has narrowed to a great 
degree. The modern law school has sensed this change and has changed its curriculum to 
more effectively meet the demands that will be made upon the present-day graduates. To- 
day, the successful law school must offer more than just enough knowledge and training 
to pass a bar examination or for the boy to be admitted to practice. The school must of- 
fer in its curriculum courses in the field of substantive and adjective law, and such col 
lateral topics as will directly connect it with jurisprudence and legal practice, including 
not only the fundamental subjects of torts, contracts, property, sales, wills, corporations, 
ete., but also subjects in relation to administrative agencies and public law, injecting into 
each subject some public law, enlarging upon each field and correlating such subjects 
each with the other. We have to recognize now as never before the law of public utilities, 
public regulation of business, national labor relations, the increased functions of munici- 
pal corporations, taxation, the work of the Securities and Exchange Commission and the 
new Bankruptcy laws, methods of corporate reorganization under the amended Bank- 
ruptey law, corporate finance, and must recognize also the interesting entrance of law 
graduates into the government service. Thus we see a great difference in today’s law 
school and that of a law school of even ten years ago. 


The further duty of the law school is to bring about the needed change in reform 
in our laws and procedure by the education and training of its students as to the needed 
reforms realizing that the modern practitioner has very little time to devote to bringing 
about a change and is hesitant in obtaining changes, even if it were possible, because of 
his reluctance to learn new procedure. That many lawyers are agreed that reforms must 
come from the nwely graduated students is evidenced by certain members of the bar 
and certain bar associations offering valuable prizes to those students who prepare 
treatises on controverted subjects and subjects that the bar generally have discussed and 
are discussing with the idea of bringing about reform with the end in view that the 
young attorneys having studied such reforms in law school themselves will be more 
receptive to such changes and reforms after he begins the practice of law. Also the law 
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professor has much more time and inclination to work out the theories of the needs, and 
changes from the vast store of materials found in the school library and which is de- 
nied to a great extent to the average practitioner. 


The efficient law schools should always endeavor to meet the ever changing and in- 
creasing problems, and should constantly experiment by adding, changing, modifying and 
enlarging their courses. Such a school should be careful in the selection of its faculty 
members, having in mind that no one man ean teach with the greatest degree of success 
all of the subjects offered in the law school but rather that each man is better equipped 
in his own chosen field. Some teachers have the gift and ability of teaching successfully 
the more practical subjects, such as pleading, practice, evidence and other procedural 
subjects, while other teachers present more successfully private substantive law, and still 
others may be peculiarly proficient in the presentation of administrative or publie law. 


In order that a young man may be put as many years ahead in his profession as, 
possible, practical courses should be offered in the actual examination of abstracts and 
the drafting of the common and ordinary legal instruments, such as deeds, mortgages, 
contracts, certificates of incorporation, ete., having explained to him the meaning of the 
many and sundry clauses that are used promiscuously sometimes by the ill-informed at- 
torneys. He should be guided and drilled, insofar as the law school is able to do so, in 
the art of the trial of a cause. He should be informed and instructed in the preparation 
of the various pleadings, and he should be required to prepare papers on some phase of 
each subject taken, so that he will better learn the legal principles involved in each of 
the subjects and the ability to search therefor. 


The members of the bar should become more interested in the various law schools in the 
state, become acquainted with the type of work they are doing and satisfy themselves as 
whether or not these schools are adequately preparing their students not only to meet 
the requirements necessary for admission to the bar, but, what is more important, to 
solve the problems with which they will be confronted in their later lives as practicing 
attorneys, so that they may be able to solve these problems with credit to their clients, 
to the bar and to themselves. 


The members of he faculty of the various law schools should take a definite interest 
in the proceedings and problems of the bar associations, local and state, and should 
strive to become leaders in the associations, for it is only with the close cooperation of 
the bar assoc‘ations and the law schools tha the legal profession can be placed and 
maintained on that high level which it so richly deserves. 


PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL ADDRESS 


By MARTIN CARABALLO, President 


At this stage of the proceedings of this assembly, Article VIII of our Constitution 
provides that the President shall deliver an address. The requirement that this be 
done at the opening of the Annual Meeting may be due to the custom which has pre- 
vailed “time whereof the memory of man runneth not to the contrary” by which the 
President of assemblies such as ours either volunteers or is commanded to speak. 
Perhaps the proponent of that particular section of our Constitution, having sat and 
squirmed through many similar performances, saw to it that this was done at the com- 
mencement of the session when, as a_rule, only a small number of members are present, 
thereby accomplishing the result that only comparatively few members will have to sit 
throughout any such performance. Those of you who have strayed into this room at 
this hour and who have to sit there and take it, will undoubtedly agree with me when I 
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say that the President’s address, delivered at this time, will do less harm than if delivered 
later on in the Convention when the attendance has increased. 


From the standpoint of the President this requirement can serve one of three pur- 
poses. First: It could be used to deliver a valedictory to his interest in the affairs of 
the Association. Second: It could well be used to deliver an erudite paper upon any 
subject in the world just so long as it bore some kinship to the law, and, parenthetically 
I remark: What human endeavor today does not bear some kinship to the Law? Such 
an ebullition of wisdom, knowledge, and perhaps wit, might serve to mark him as a 
learned one who occupies, or thinks he does, a higher rung in the ladder of legal fame 
than the common run, or garden variety of lawyer. The third purpose could be the 
presentation of a plain unvarnished account of his stewardship with such recommenda- 
tions for future action as to him appear wise and proper. For obvious reasons, I will 
not make either the first or second kind of an address. This one shall be of the third 
class, in the doing of which it shall be my purpose to soft pedal the vertical pronoun 
as much as possible. 


The Florida State Bar Association has ceased to be a purely social organization 
in that, while retaining the grace and beauty of social contact, it has definitely entered 
the ranks of those organizations which devote the collective energy and ability of its 
membership to the accomplishment of needed reform and improvement in its field. 
It has accomplished great good; it will accomplish more. Without in any way detracting 
from the merit of what has been accomplished, I believe that our endeavors to improve 
the criminal jurisprudence of our state, if successful, will outrank what has gone before. 
I do not say this solely as a lawyer. I say it as a citizen cf Florida. I say it as a man 
who realizes that the criticism of our profession and of the courts is mainly due to the 
frequent miscarriages of justice in the criminal field. I have said much upon the 
subject during my term of office, and every word that I have uttered has come from a 
deep conviction of the righteousness of our cause. Undoubtedly we have been remiss 
in the number of years that began and ended without a concerted plan to remedy the 
situation, but this plan is now here, and if enegertically carried forward to fruition, 
our accomplishment will outweigh our past indifference. I charge my suecessor with 
no higher duty, and I express no greater hope, than that he will see to it that our Crim- 
inal Code goes upon the statute books of our state. I charge him with that duty knowing 
full well that his term as President will have expired before the next Legislature con- 
venes. I charge him with that duty because the suecess of the measure will entirely 
depend upon the work that is done in the next twelve months and not upon that which 
may be done during the hectic days attending the Legislative session. He will not be 
the one who will carry the ball across the goal line, but his work will be that of the 
supporting team, without which no goal has ever been made. 


As your President it has been my privilege to attend mectings of various state-wide 
associations, all of which, while it made my year of service a very busy one, has never- 
theless contributed greatly to the mental stimulation and educational value of a year 
in office. There has been recently organized in Gainesville the Radio Council of the 
State of Florida of which your President is an ex officio member. Arrangements are 
being made for the use of broadcast station WRUF by various organizations and entities 
of the state such as ours. I have asked for time on the air on behalf of our efforts to 
enact the Criminal Code. I know that your incoming President will have ample facil- 
ities for an educational campaign to be carried on the air in telling the people of Florida 
just why we need revision of our Criminal Laws. 


The second endeavor of the past year was, as you know, our attempt to provide 
higher standards for admission to the practice of law and a more flexible and workable 
machinery for policing our ranks, if I may so express it, thereby protecting the public 
at large from incompetent or dishonest lawyers. Under our present statutes there is no 
punishment short ct total disbarment. Many offenses do not merit such severe or 
drastie action. Because of the severity of the punishment, many a man is allowed to go 
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his way unhindered until a serious misstep is noticed, when a timely word of caution, 
an admonition, or perhaps just some friendly counsel, would make him realize that his 
path is strewn with dangers to himself, if to no one else, and the final cataclysmic 
denouement to his professional lite avoided. 


To the layman a sign reading “Attorney-at-Law” make all lawyers equal. No 
greater error has ever been made. Not every man who reads law books becomes a 
lawyer. There is something more than the mere mechanical, or even methodical, follow- 
ing of a prescribed course of reading that is necessary to become a lawyer. Things 
easily obtained are never appreciated at their true value. Some means should and must 
be found whereby a young man whose mental or moral equipment will not enable him 
to be of real service to his clients shall be shown his error, and thereby encouraged to 
enter some other field of action for which he is better fitted, while still retaining the 
flush of youth and the God-given enthusiasm which he will lose in afterlife. This is 
not a selfish aim on the part of the older lawyers. It is one of real benefit to misguided 
youth. Like a weary traveler well along his road who has given his best to the attain- 
ment of this idea and who has been suspected, if not accused, as others in like cireum- 
stances, of the desire of shutting the doors to the so-called “Poor boy,” I have been 
greatly heartened by the earnest, active and effective support given the IDEA by the 
younger members of the bar. No longer can it be said in Florida that this movment 
is confined to the older members of the bar, for the entry into the fray of the younger 
element should conclusively prove the virtue of the IDEA. No one ean better judge 
of its value than those who have recently commenced to travel along the arduous road 
to recognition. I again charge my successor with the high duty of continuing our efforts 
to see that the present deplorable situation is corrected, or at least, remedied. 


In the field of probate, great good has been accomplished but still some remains, 
particularly in the matter of the small estates. The committee in charge of this work, 
like all other committees of the Association is composed of earnest and able lawyers. 
Listen to their suggestions and help them to attain the desired ends. 


Next to the miscarriages of criminal justice, there is nothing which more tends 
to undermine the confidence that should exist in our courts than the fact that some 
of our judges have been unwilling to stop the deplorable habit, in which some of us 
have fallen, of discussing pending contested cases with the Court in the absence of 
opposing counsel. This situation is somewhat akin to the weather according to Mark 
Twain. We all know it exists, but no one does anything about it. I am willing to stick 
out my neck for the ax if thereby this practice, perhaps thoughtlessly indulged in, is 
brought to an end. The fact that there may be no improper motive on the part of the 
judge or of the lawyer does not rob the situation of its implications nor does it help 
in retaining that unbounded faith and trust that should and must exist in our courts 
it the ends of justice are to be preserved. The Bench and the Bar are trustees of the 
greatest right that can be accorded to any one class of persons in a government of laws 
such as ours—that is, the right to interpret those laws. Inseparably connected with 
this right is the duty of fairly and honestly interpreting them. That is our active 
duty. Our negative duty is to so comport ourselves as to retain the respect and confi- 
dence of the givers of these laws in order that our opinions may be aecepted as ihey 
should be. This negative duty requires that our courts, like Caesar’s wife, should be 
above suspicion. I reeommend an explicit amplification of our canons of ethics whereby 
this practice will be unequivocally frowned upon. 


I recommend to you the study and adoption cf some plan whereby our citizens will 
realize that just as a physician is best qualified to prescribe for physical ills, the lawyer 
is best qualified to guide them in their legal affairs. Law is becoming very complex. 
New and untried legislation is fast accumulating upon our books. Old concepts have 
gone by the board. Now, as never before, is there need for legal guidance in all walks 
of life. Such a help can only. be obtained from those who, like yourselves, are devoting 
your lives to the study of the law. No others can advise and guide our people against 
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the pitfalls which follow on every hand the ignorance of or the non-observance of the 
law. Wise provisions of our canons of ethics demand of you fidelity to the interests 
eonfided to you. These same canons require that you give your energy and ability to 
the end that your clients shall receive wise advice and counsel. These same canons 
therefore require that you, who best know these truths, shall tell the unthinking ones 
that safe, sane and sound legal advice can only be had from the lawyer. 


In the program of this session yeu will find some innovations, not in the sense 
that such has never been done before, but that it has not been done for years. You 
will hear read various papers by members of our bar upon questions of state interest 
as distinguished from national or general interest. It is not intended, however, that 
this Convention shall develop into a legal clinic, as it has other purposes and other 
duties as well. The inclusion of these papers in the program is more or less in the 
nature of a “trial balloon” for your consideration and possibly future guidance. 


Our Constitution wisely does not preseribe the length of the President’s address. 
Being an advocate of “fewer and short speeches,” I shall bring this address to a close, 
but not before a word of praise for the committees that it was my privilege to appoint. 
They have been uniformly active and diligent. From their very nature they did not 
all have the same opportunity for service, but each has made its contribution in line with 
the purposes for which it was appointed. To all those members, and particularly to 
their chairmen, I make this avowal of my gratitude. 


The year just past has been one of great responsibility entailing arduous work. 
As I stand here before you shall I look backwards and attempt to enumerate accomplish- 
ments? No, I prefer to remind you of my words in Miami: “I cannot promise you 
greatness. I can and do promise you that I will work.” I have accomplished just that. 
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Editorials 


BAR OBJECTIVES 


The Florida State Bar Association at its Hollywood Convention again 
went on record to concentrate its energies at each biennial session of the 
Legislature on one main objective and the objective for the present bi- 
ennium was specifically declared to be the enactment of a new Criminal 
Code for Florida. 


This resolution does not mean that the Association or its Executive 
Council may not in its discretion foster such amendatory and incidental 
matters, such as the small estates act to supplement the Probate Acts, 
which in its discretion may be done without developing controversy. 


The Committee on Unification was instructed to proceed to press the 
matter of government of the Bar by rules promulgated by the Supreme 
Court. A rehearing on the petition now pending before the Supreme 
Court will be heard on May 31st, said hearing to be limited to whether 
or not the Court should prescribe more rigid rules with reference to 
discipline of attorneys at law for unprofessional conduct. 


Better public relations between the laity and the Bar and the use of 
legal clinics for local Bar Associations and legal institutes for regional 
groups will receive careful study during the year. 


A full program, but one to challenge the best efforts of the members 
of the Florida Bar. 
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Glorida State Bar Association 


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


From left to right: Harold B. Wahl, President Junior Section; Martin Caraballo, retiring 
President; Ed R. Bentley, newly elected President; George W. Coleman; and 
Richard H. Hunt 


President: Ed R. Bentley 
JUNIOR SECTION COUNCIL 


Standing left to right: Hayford O. Enwall, Henry C. Berg, Culver Smith, Ben Willis, W. 
P. Simmons, Secretary-Treasurer Junior Section, Florida State Bar Association 


Sitting left to right: Weston Vernon, President Junior Section, American Bar Association; 
Harold B. Wahl, President Junior Section, Florida State Bar Association and 
E. Dixie Beggs, Jr., Retiring President, Junior Section 


ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS 


The following nominating committee was named by the various ecireuits which met 
and elected C. Edmund Worth of Tampa chairman: 


Ist Cireuit, Dixie Beggs, Jr. 8th Circuit, Clay Schad 

2nd Cireuit, Leroy Collins 9th Cireuit, Giles Lewis 

3rd Circuit, (no member present) 10th Cireuit, Snow Martin 

4th Cireuit, John Mathews ith Cireuit, Thomas Anderson 
5th Cireuit, (no member present) 12th Circuit, Harrison Barringer 
6th Cireuit, John Harris 13th Cireuit, Edmund Worth 

7th Cireuit, Louis Ossinsky 14th Cireuit, (no member present) 


15th Cireuit, Horner C. Fisher 


REPORT OF THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Thereafter the nominating committee met and formulated their report as follows: 


Your Committee for the nomination of officers for the ensuing year begs leave to 


FLORIDA LAW JOURNAL 167 


report that the following named persons are placed in nomination for the offices 
indicated : 


President—Ed R. Bentley of Lakeland . 


District Vice Presidents 


Cireuit : 


| 1. Ralph McLane, Pensacola 9. Robert J. Pleus, Orlando 

| 2. Julian R. Alford, Tallahassee 10. J. P. Marchant, Lakeland 
3. Byron Butler, Perry 11. Robt. R. Taylor, Miami 
4. John M. MeNatt, Jacksonville 12. Harrison E. Barringer, Sarasota 
5. W. E. Smith, Ocala 13. Harry N. Sandler, Tampa 
6. Cyril E. Pogue, Clearwater 14. James N. Elliott, Panama City 
7. H. T. Cook, Bunnell 15. Thos. F. Fleming, 
8. Zack Douglas, Gainesville Fort Lauderdale 


Executive Council 
Geo. W. Coleman, West Palm Beach 
J. Velma Keen, Tallahassee 
Richard H. Hunt, Miami 
The Committee requests direction as to whether it should submit a nomination for 


the office of Secretary-Treasurer or should leave the vacancy in that office to be filled 
in the manner provided by the Constitution. 


Respectfully submitted, 
C. EDMUND WORTH, Chairman. 


The Association unanimously elected all officers nominated by the committee and 
upon motion of John D. Harris of St. Petersburg declared a vacaney to exist in the 
office of Secretary-Treasurer to be filled in the manner provided by the Constitution. 


RESOLUTIONS 
The Resolution or Rules committee consisting of T. M. Shackleford, Jr., Dan 
Redfearn, and Wm. H. Rogers reported the following resolutions: 
APPRECIATION TO HOST 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT Florida State Bar Association does hereby 


express its appreciation to our hosts: 


Broward County Bar Association and the ladies assisting the Broward County 
Bar Association for their splendid and cordial hospitality and entertainment 
durng this Convention; and that this Association hereby express its appreciation 
to the management of Hollywood Beach Hotel for its splendid service and use 
of its fine facilities. (Adopted by standing vote.) 


JUDGE WM. H. ELLIS 


“WHEREAS the Honorable Wm. H. Ellis has served the State of Florida 
as a Justice of its Supreme Court for more than 20 years, with honor, distine- 
tion and fidelity, and 


WHEREAS Justice Ellis, whose term is about to expire, has announeed that 
he will not seek re-election, but will retire, and 


WHEREAS Justice Eilis’ long service has been notable for his courage, 
independence of thought, integrity, and fearlessness of action 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Florida State Bar Association, 
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that Justice Ellis is hereby commended for his invaluable services on the 
Supreme Court of Florida and his work held up as an example and inspiration 
for his successors.” 


On account of a provision of the Constitution prohibiting any resolution of upprecia- 
tion or commendation to a living member of the Association the president declared the 
motion out of order, but suggested that if the Association did not agree with his ruling 
that it could appeal from the ruling of the chair. Such an appeal was taken and the 
chair was not sustained, whereupon the resolution was adopted. 


Judge Ellis was escorted to the platform and delivered a short address full of 
feeling and emotion, expressing his appreciation to the Bar and outlining the funda- 
mental principles that had guided him in his 24 years of service on the Court.. He 
retired from the platform after saying goodbye amid great applause of the delegates 
who had been brought to their feet. 


Ann Mankes moved that the Wm. H. Ellis resolution be framed and sent to Judge 
Ellis. 


Charles Moorehead moved that a publie relations committee be appointed to study 
the substance of the addresses by Charles Francis Coe and C. I. Cary and bring back 
recommendations at the next meeting as to what can be done. 


THE FOUR POINT PROGRAM 


“RESOLVED, that the Florida State Bar Association hereby goes on record 
in favor of, and urges the various local Bar Associations to give their active 
support to the enactment in every State of the Union of the four-point legis- 
lative program of the Interstate Commission on Crime of the Council of State 
Governments, consisting of: First, the act for the fresh pursuit of criminals 
across State lines; Second, the revised act for uniform extradition; Third, the 
revised uniform act for the removal of out-of-state witnesses; Fourth, the aet 
for the supervision of out-of-state parolees and probationers; and, finally, the 
execution of the Interstate Compact under such last-named act, to the end that 
our sovereign States may actively cooperate to control crime and protect the 
citizens; and that a copy of this resolution be sent to the officers of the Section 
of Criminal Law, and to the Chairman of the Conference of Commissioners on 
Uniform State Laws, to the Interstate Commission on Crime, and given to the 
press.” (Adopted. ) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
(Presented by Bart Riley) 


“BE IT RESOLVED: That the President of this Association request the 
Senatorial and Congressional Delegations from this State to foster and promote 
legislation in Congress fixing a sufficient appropriation for the Federal Bureau 
ot Investgation, so that said Bureau can carry on effectively its work in the 
detection and apprehension of criminals, and that a copy of this resolution 
be forwarded to the President of the United States, the Attorney General, and 
the Chief of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.” (Adopted.) 


ASKING SUSPENSION OF TRIALS DURING CONVENTION 


“BE IT RESOLVED by the Florida State Bar Association that all the Courts, 
including the Supreme Court, be requested in writing by the officers of the 
Association, to suspend all court work, hearings or other activities, except 
habeas corpus or other extraordinary matters, during the days in which the 
State Bar Association is in Annual Convention in order that the Judges of the 
Courts and the lawyers may have the full opportunity to participate in such 
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Convention and thus bring about a greater attendance at the Convention and 
thus make a better informed Bench and Bar.” ( Adopted.) 


FREE DEALER STATUTE 
(Presented by Bart Riley) 


“BE IT RESOLVED: That a committee to be designated by the President 
to draft an Act repealing the present statutes as to married women becoming 
Free Dealers; that such new Act provide for a simple printed form to be 
supplied by the Clerk of the Cireuit Court, in which applicant shall state her 
name, age, address, that she is a citizen of Florida, and a duly registered voter 
under the State Election laws; the name and address of her husband; that such 
application be sworn to; that it is then the duty of the Clerk to transmit said 
petition to the Court, for the entry of an order declaring the applicant a free 
dealer; that the maximum cost to applicant should be $2.50, including the issu- 
ance to her of a certified copy of the decree adjudging her a free dealer; that 
advertising of the application and final decree be dispensed with; that copy of 
decree be mailed husband; drafting of a statute which will make it as easy for 
a married woman to become a free dealer, as it is for a person to obtain a mar- 
riage license, a hunting license, or an automobile tag. That such newly drafted 
Act be submitted to the membership at the next regular meeting of the Asso- 


ciation.” (Referred to the Committee on Judicial Administration and Legal 
Reform. ) 


COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION 
(Presented by Giles Patterson) 


“BE IT RESOLVED THAT the President of this Association be authorized 
to appoint a committee of not less than five nor more than ~_------ who shall 
study the Constitution and by-laws of this Association in the light of the experi- 
ence under the group membership plan and prepare and submit to the mid-year 
Conference such suggested changes as in their opinion will increase membership 
and bring about a closer working arrangement between State and Local Bar 
Associations.” (Referred to Executive Council.) 


RADIO SERVICE COUNCIL 


“WHEREAS, we have been advised there has been organized in Florida a 
so-called Radio Service Council, and 


WHEREAS, we understand the purpose of this group to be of assistance to 
the Florida radio industry in the up-building of their industry and the State of 
Florida as a whole, and 


WHEREAS, the Radio Service Council plans to cooperate with officials 
ot the State-owned and University of Florida Radio Station WRUF and other 
Florida radio stations in an educational campaign to better acquaint various 
Florida organizations and the people of Florida in the preparation of educational 
radio material as well as the technique of broadeasting, and 


WHEREAS, we understand there are several so-called educational radio sta- 
tions in the United States, of which the Florida Station WRUF is well and 
favorably known as a leading and influential one, 


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Florida State Bar Asso- 
ciation does hereby heartily agree with the avowed purpose of the Florida Radio 
Service Council and its program for the advancement of Florida Radio and 
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hereby extends an offer of any cooperation in any way possible to the Radio 
Service Council and its Chairman, Harold Colee.” (Adopted.) 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 
(Presented by Charles Francis Coe) 


“WHEREAS, it is one of the prime purposes of this Association to broaden 
the public service performed by the legal profession, and 


WHEREAS, such service may be impeded by misconceptions in the lay mind 
of the functions of the Judiciary and the Legislative branches of our State 
Government, and 


WHEREAS, a substantial portion of our membership seeks ways and means to 
correct such public misconceptions to the end that truer and more general 
understanding of our Courts and legal practitioners be accomplished, 

NOW, THEREOFRE, BE IT RESOLVED: That this Association create a 
Committee on Public Relations, that this Committee be empowered to study ihe 
sources of public misunderstanding, as well as ways and means to achieve in the 
public mind a broader concept and more accurate grasp of the purposes and 
methods of the Courts and the legal profession, 


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Committee on Publie Rela- 
tions shall consist of a Chairman and two additional members who shall be, and 
are hereby, empowered to prepare and disseminate through the publie press, 
radio and by other means, truths about our Courts and practice therein, eduea- 
tional matter for the benefit of schools, colleges and civic organizations, and 
generally, by thoughtful and well prepared material to apprise the general public 
of the integrity of, and need for, proper legal advice in the important dealings 
of modern society. 


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Committee on Public 
Relations be empowered to appoint from the membership at large of this Asso- 
ciation such local representatives as shall from time to time meet the require- 
ments of proper dissemination of material in local areas, and that membership 
on the said Committee on Public Relations and service as such local representa- 
tive shall be an Honorary service to the legal fraternity of our State, and with- 
out financial compensation, and that such minor costs of operation as_ shall 
present from time to time shall have the approval of the officers and directors 
of Florida State Bar Association or its Executive Committee before any com- 
mitment or financial obligation is incurred. 


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the President of this Association 
forthwith appoint a Chairman and two additional members of this Committee 
on Publie Relat‘ons.” (Referred to Executive Council. ) 

CONCENTRATION ON ONE MAJOR OBJECTIVE 
(Presented by the Rules Committee) 

“WHEREAS, this Association by past experience, has found that failure to 

concentrate its activity for the major reform of adjective or substantive law, 


has resulted in a diffusion of effort and failure of legislative accomplishment, 
and 


WHEREAS, the adoption of the Chancery Act of 1931 and the Probate Act 
of 1933 followed two years of concentrated work on each of such Acts, and 


WHEREAS, at the Passagrille Conference, this Association did adopt a reso- 
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lution to adhere to the poliey of concentrating on the consideration of one 
major reform for sumission to the bi-annual session of the Legislature. 


BE IT RESOLVED that the Association do adhere to such policy and do 
not as an Association consider for submission but one primary matter to the 
1939 Legislature. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Association thereafter adhere to 
one major legislative objective until such objective is in approved form for sub- 
mission to the Legislature. 


BE IT RESOLVED that the Association does hereby reaffirm its policy, 
heretofore adopted, that no more than one major item of proposed legislation be 
sponsored by the Association in any session of the Florida Legislature. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Criminal Code is hereby designated 
as such sole major item to be sponsored in the Legislative session of 1939, pro- 
vided that the Executive Council may in its discretion foster such amendatory 
and incidental matters such as the small estates act to supplement the Probate 
Acts, as in their opinion can be fostered without controversy, provided that 
should material controversy develop such incidental matters shall be withdrawn. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that no committee or officer shall offer, ad- 
voeate, or oppose any legislation in the name of the Association incidental, 
amendatory or otherwise, without express direction of the Executive Council.” 


( Adopted. ) 


REPORT OF CONFERENCE OF DELEGATES 


TO THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE FLORIDA STATE 


BOARD ASSOCIATION: 


The Conference of Delegates of the Local Bar Associations met on May 5, in 
Hollywood, with around 100 lawyers present, representing the following Bars: 


Florida State Bar Association First Judicial Cireuit Bar Association 
Lakeland Bar Association Tampa—Hillsborough County Bar As- 
Jacksonville Bar Association sociation 

Polk County Bar Association St. Lucie County Bar Association 

Dade County Bar Association Broward County Bar Association 
Orange County Bar Association Tallahassee Bar Association 

St. Petersburg Bar Association 8th Judicial Circuit Bar Association 
Palm Beach Bar Association Martin County Bar Association 


The entire day was given over to various diseussions which will not be detailed here. 
The following recommendations were made to the Florida State Bar Association : 


1. That the work of the Probate Committee be commended and that the matter 
of the administration of small Estates be studied by the Committee until the next meet- 
ing of the Conference, during which time members of the Bar are asked to transmit any 
suggestions they have to make on the proposed Bill, and that the Law Journal carry a 
notice of the desire for such suggestions. 


2. That the work of the Committee on Unification of the Bar be commended, 
and the committee continued for the purpose of carrying forward the work it has begun. 


3. That the Association appoint a Committee on Legal Institutes and Clinies for 
the purpose of studying the advisibility of the State Bar sponsoring regional institutes 
and clinies for local Bar Associations. 


4. That a secton on criminal law be created to which the various prosecuting 
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attorneys, solicitors and State attorneys and others interested in criminal law be invited 
to join. 


5. That the Association appoint a Committee to study the present Lien Law and 
to prepare a substitute bill for the consideration of the next Conference of Delegates. 


6. That a Committee be appointed to study the question of an early revision of 
the Florida Statutes to be published in convenient form and that the said Committee 
consider the recommendations of the Junior Section and cooperate with them in their 
work on this subject. 


7. That the State Board of Law Examiners be requested at the time of admitting 
any person to practice law to give to the editor of the Law Journal the names of the 
person or persons admitted, their educational and legal qualifications. 


The committee gave considerable study to the proposed Criminal Code and received 
many suggestions for the improvement of the tentative bill. The Committee was con- 
tinued and requested to write all prosecuting officers, Judges of Criminal Courts and 
Courts of Crime, and other specialists in criminal procedure, requesting their sugges- 
tions on the contents of the proposed bill. The Committee was further requested to 
annotate the various sections of the bill, showing the changes made from the present 
law, and if changed, why they think it would be an improvement, and specify from 
what it was taken. 


The Committee on Judicial Administration and Legal Reform in considering the 
question of new work for the Conference of Delegates and the Association made three 
recommendations as follows, which were approved by the Conference: 


1. A complete restatement of rules of common law procedure including repeal 
or amendment of any existing statute relating to procedure and including any matters 
contained in the new Federal rules of Civil procedure that may be adapted to common 
law practice in Florida. This will require either a set of rules approved by legislative 
act or a statute setting forth complete rules of common law procedure. 


2. Modification and restatement by statute of personal and property rights of 


married women and the reciprocal rights of husband and wife for the torts of the other. 
This is in part suggested by attempted frauds with respect to denial of separate 
examination by wife. 

3. Drafting of a constitutional amendment and procuring its submission by the 
legislature, having to do with a 7th justice for the Supreme Court. It shall be in con- 
densed form of the proposed amendment already passed upon by the Association, 

Respectfully submitted, 
ED. R. BENTLEY, Secretary. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PROFESSIONAL 
ETHICS AND GRIEVANCES 


As chairman of the Professional Ethics and Grievance Committee, I am advising 
that the committee was not called together during the year. 


Every complaint received relate, I believe, to non members. We rendered much mor- 
al assistance as we could in the matter of all complaints, and some of them were ad- 
justed satisfactorily. Where adjustments could not be made, we advised the complaining 
parties that the State Bar Association had no jurisdiction, and that the committee could 
be of no further service. 


I do not expect to be able to attend the forthcoming meeting at Hollywood, and am 
simply handing you this as a brief report of the committee’s non-activities. 


Very truly yours, 


O. K. REAVES. 
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THE BAR AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 


By C. FRANK HARRISON 
Chairman of the Public Relations Committee of the St. Petersburg Bar Association 
Presented by C. I. Carey, St. Petersburg 


Professional advertising by lawyers has long been hampered in its use by precedent, 
tradition, conventions and prejudices, which, under analysis and experience, find little 
to warrant their existence. We were told for many years that it was undignified and 
unethical for a lawyer to advertise in any manner, shape or form, except by that queer 
method of business card known as the “Professional Announcement,” and this edict, 
born of custom, was accepted without question until finally it was intelligently challenged 
by those bar associations who believed that by collective advertising they could stimulate 
legitimate legal practice for lawyers and at the same time create in the minds of the 
general public a fairer and truer estimate of the legal profession. 


The restraint against advertising has brought about a deplorable lack of publie 
understanding. There has been a constant criticism of legal practice by statements 
carried in our various periodicals and it seems to have become a popular habit among 
the laymen to ridicule lawyers in particular and our laws in general. 


The St. Petersburg Bar Association recently made a detailed study of this matter 
and the conclusion was reached that while the old traditions and precedents are very 
proper as far as individual lawyers are concerned, it is perhaps the civie duty of a 
bar association to advertise collectively for the protection of the legal profession. 


Strictly speaking, the St. Petersburg Bar Association was not the originator of 
professional advertising by lawyers, although it was the first bar association to advertise 
through the medium of the newspapers. Last year the Atlanta Bar Association, acting 
in conjunction with a very competent advertising agency in Atlanta, prepared a series 
of six messages, each accompanied by a suggestive cut, and these were printed in the 
form of folders and mailed serially to a selected list of Atlanta residents. 


The Buffalo Bar Association recently conducted an advertising campa‘gn by means 
of skits which were broadcast over the radio and several other associatione have attempt- 
ed advertising in one form or another. 


All of these ventures created considerable interest and when the Atlanta Associa- 
tion’s campaign came to the attention of our Association, an investigation was made 
which resulted in our having the same series of messages, or rather a portion of that 
series, properly prepared for insertion in our loeal newspaper. 


Before embarking on our advertising campaign we first considered the question of 
ethies, with the result that it was determined that inasmuch as it was not an individual 
lawyer or law firm being advertised, no legal ethies were being violated. The campaign 
was then authorized by the Association, a committee was appointed to handle it and ar- 
rangements were made with the Atlanta advertising agency to furnish our local news- 
papers with the series of ads. 


The advertisements were financed by voluntary contributions which were solicited from 
all members of the local bar, regardless of their membership or non-membership in the 
association. It was estimated that the campaign would entail an expense of approxi- 
mately $750.00. The active local bar numbers approximately one hundred and twenty- 
five. Proably the same proportion of prosperous, average and struggling lawyers exist 
in this bar as elsewhere and the committee in charge arbitrarily fixed $10.00 as the con- 
tribution to be obtained from the average lawyer. Those who were in strong financial 
cireumstances were asked to contribute more and those in less fortunate circumstances 
were asked for less. 
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In spite of the fact that economic conditions are not exceptionally good at the 
present time with our local profession, the committee met a very generous and liberal] 
response to its solicitations. Practically every lawyer gave something and gave it glad- 
ly. During this solicitation the committee naturally received expressions from the law- 
yers of their individual views and I am happy to say that the predominant thought 
was not of personal advantage or gain as might have been expected, but rather the idea 
that the lawyers were justified in taking active steps to meet growing criticism on the 
part of the public and that the time had arrived when dignified silence had ceased to 
be a virtue. Of course the lawyers would be a little more than human if they did not 
hope that their individual incomes might be helped by these advertisements and I do 
not say that this thought was not in the minds of the contributors, I believe it was sub- 
ordinate, however, to the hope of general advantage to the bar as a unit. 


It is entirely too early to appraise the results from this campaign. It certainly pro- 
duced a large amount of interest and diseussion, not only in our City but throughout the 
entire United States. There have been some instances of favorable comment by the pub- 
lic upon the advertisements themselves. Speaking personally, I believe the campaign was 
well worth while and hope that a plan can be worked out by our Association to place ad- 
vertising on a permanent basis. The lawyers have something to sell, and that is advice 
and assistance and it is high time that the laymen should be told that his counsellor ¢an 
help him more before he gets into trouble than afterwards. 


You will recall that I have mentioned several advertising methods which various bar 
associations are using such as radio, direct mail and newspapers. All of these methods 
are good, but it seems to me that the simple mathematics of the situation which con- 
fronts the bar in any city points pretty directly to the fact that it is more economical 
to use newspapers because they reach a greater audience and cut the cost of influencing 
the people who are most important to the practice of your members. 


Let me explain this. You can name almost off-hand the firms, families and indi- 
viduals in your community who recognize the vital importance of working closely with 
legal counsel in every transaction and who, to a great extent, retain counsel on an an- 
nual basis. Advertising will, of course, influence these people as it will anyone else, but 
the bar must look to the next level for additional clients. In other words, there exists in 
your community a group of people whose fortunes are rising and who have not yet 
learned the importance of legal counsel in their affairs. The sooner they learn the better 
it will be for them and for the legal fraternity as well, and the only way to be sure you 
are reaching them is to get into a medium you know they will see. Any of the forms of 
advertising I have mentioned would reach a majority of these people. Both radio and di- 
rect mail, however, would probably miss a great many who should be reached with the 
message. I, therefore, feel that if your situation is typical, vou will find it wise to con- 
sider newspaper advertising. 


One of the motivating forces behind any legal advertising campaign can easily be 
said to be the growing demand among the lawyers for protection from the steady en- 
croachment of commercial and corporate competition. This increasing problem has for 
years been cutting into the revenue of our profession. 


I have read with great interest an article written by Henry H. Cole of the Tam- 
pa Bar, which appeared in the February 1938 issue of the Florida Law Journal, and 
entitled “The Future of the Legal Profession.” The following quotation from this article 
T believe highly illustrative of the problem to which I have referred: 


“If the Real Estate transactions of your client may ultimately be handled 
with title insurance, if his tax problems and business advice are to come from 
the office of the Certified Public Accountant, if the accidents which occur to 
to his workmen are to be handled by a Workingman’s Compensation Board 
or an Insurance Adjuster, if a majority of the legal problems arising in his busi- 
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ness must be referred to the regulations and executive orders of Federal De- 

partments, on the operation of which you cannot advise him, and when he dies 

if his estate is administered by the Trust Department of a Bank, where does 

it leave an ever increasing Bar which is scrambling for what law practice may 

be left in an ever decreasing schedule of fees.” 

Probably every bar association is also faced with the problem of what to do about 
the unauthorized practice of law. I know that a great many of you are deeply interest- 
ed in this subject, but I do not feel that I should digress so far from my own subject 
as to discuss it at this time. I will say in passing, however, that the power is inherent in 
our courts to see to it that in the public interest the practice of law be confined to such 
persons as are licensed to practice it. It is up to us to enforce this power. 


My own personal view is that through the medium of collective advertising by City, 
State and National Bar Associations we can go a long way toward solving the problems 
to which I have referred. Wherever this matter is intelligently discussed, the inevitable 
conclusion is reached that whatever is of genuine use to human beings, whether it be 
goods or services, can, with truth and dignity, be advertised and sold, and that it is just 
and proper to merchandise forms of service as to sell commodities. 


REPORT OF LEGAL EDUCATION AND ADMISSION 
TO THE BAR COMMITTEE 


The principal activity of this committee during the past year has been to cooperate 
with the Unification of the Bar Committee. Through the efforts of this Unification of 
the Bar Committee there was brought about action by our Supreme Court in providing 
new rules pertaining to admission to the bar of Florida. These new rules have been 
published in the Florida Law Journal, April issue, 1938. The goal of the committee 
was not reached by the new rules, but an advance has been made sufficient unto the day 
and the foundation laid for future progress. Our committee congratulates the Supreme 
Court of Florida in providing the new rules, and every member of our committee feels 
confident it will be but a short day before the Supreme Court will accept as its rule 
the American Bar Association standard for admission to the bar. 


Our committee has been very active in preventing certain schools in Florida from 
obtaining recognition by our Supreme Court so that the graduates of such schools would 
be admitted to the bar of Florida without examination. We have no particular objec- 
tions to these schools teaching law subjects but we have seriously objected to the 
recognition of such schools by our Supreme Court until such time as it can be satis- 
factorily proved that the curriculum of such schools, the courses of study, the length 
of the course, are all sufficient to meet the ordinary demands of a fully equipped and 
standard law school. 

The aim of our committee is proper and thorough preparation for the study of law; 
the study of all subjects approved by our Supreme Court for a period of not less than 
three years in a standard law school; a very thorough and complete examination of not 
less than three days and preferably five days, the examination to be both oral and 
written; a thorough examination over a considerable period of time as to the character 
of the applicant desiring to take the law examination, 

Our committee recommends that the Legal Edueation and Admission to the Bar 
Committee continue in its work in cooperation with the Unification of the Bar Committee 
seeking rules in our Supreme Court for the government of the bar, and especially those 
rules pertaining to admission to the bar. 


Very respectfully submitted, 
LEWIS TWYMAN 
GEQ. W. COLEMAN 
C. EDMUND WORTH 
JAMES BOOTH 
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CHANGES IN LAW FIRMS 


Herman Goldberg, formerly associated 
with the firm of Knight, Pace & Paine, 
has announced the opening of offices in 
the Florida National Bank Building, Mi- 
ami, for the general practice of law. 


PHI DELTA DELTA BANQUET 


One of the enjoyable treats of the an- 
nual convention was the Phi Delta Delta 
banquet, woman’s legal fraternity, ban- 
quet at the Hollywood Beach Hotel, hon- 
oring Martin Caraballo, president of the 
Florida State Bar 
speakers appearing on the program. Miss 
Mary C. Vann, president of the Alpha 
Phi chapter of Miami, was master of cere- 


Association, and the 


monies. 


NEW ATTORNEY GENERAL 


George Couper Gibbs, former Cireuit 
Judge of Duval County, has been ap- 
pointed to take office as the Attorney 
General of Florida, succeeding the late 
Cary D. Landis. 


LIFE’S RECORDS. CLOSED 
LLOYD ZANER MORGAN 

Lloyd Zaner Morgan, 40, of Jackson- 
ville died at his home on April 25th. Mr, 
Morgan was a native of Alabama and 
first moved to but came to 
Jacksonville in 1913. He was a graduate 
of the Duval High school, and of the Col- 
lege of Law at the University of Florida. 
Mr. Morgan had been active in the Jack- 
sonville, Florida and American Bar asso- 
ciations. 


Pensacola, 


bers who have paid their 1938 dues. 


do so without delay. 


MEMBERSHIP LIST 


It is the plan to publish in an early issue of the Journal a list of the members 


of the Florida State Bar Association. This of course will include only those mem- 


If you want to be inc!uded in this list and have not paid your "38 dues, please 


can meet. 


NEW SECRETARY-TREASURER 


A new Secretary-Treasurer will be announced as soon as Executive Council 
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CARY D. LANDIS 


Cary Dayton Landis, Attorney General of Florida, died at his home in Tallahassee 
on May 10th, his 65th birthday. General Landis was appointed to the Supreme Court by 
Governor Doyle E. Carlton at the time the late Fred H. Davis was appointed to the 
Supreme Court and has served since that time. He was a native of Indiana, having 
taught school and practiced law there, and came to Florida in 1901 to be professor of 
law at Stetson University. For many years he was head of one of Florida’s outstanding 
law firms, Landis, Fish & Hull of Deland, of which his son Erskine Landis is now a 
member. The Supreme Court spread on its minutes an expression of regret as follows: 


“A great public servant and a fine gentleman has passed from our midst; one whose 
services to the people of Florida in a position of the highest importanee and distine- 
tion has endeared him to the people and has made his record of public service one that 
will be remembered for its ability and usefulness.” 
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of 


The Conference of Delegates met at Holiywood on May 5th with President Martin 
Carabailo presiding. 


The roll of certified delegates was called, whereupon the president appointed Lewis 
Twyman, Tyrus Norwood, T. M. Shackleford, Jr., Tom Fleming and L. R. Railey to 
represent the Florida State Bar Association. Colonel W. E. Kay of Jacksonville, on mo- 
tion of the Jacksonville Bar Association, was seated as a delegate. E. Dixie Beggs, Jr., 
of Pensacola, George Coleman, Phil D. O’Connell and Eugene M. Baynes of West Palm 
Beach, J. Harry Schad of Gainesville, Eldridge Hart of Winter Park, William Allen of 
Bartow, T. T. Oughterson and Carroll Dunscombe of Stuart, R. H. Anderson and R. R. 
Milam of Jacksonville, and Bart Riley and R. P. Terry of Miami were seated upon mo- 
tion. 


The following Bars were represented: Lakeland, Jacksonville, Polk County, Dade 
County, Orange County, St. Petersburg, Palm Beach, 1st Judicial Cireuit, Tampa, Hills- 


borough, St. Lucie County, Broward County, Tallahassee, 8th Judicial Cireuit and Mar- 
tin County. 


The program as announced was carried out as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LEGAL CLINICS 
Prepared by Raymer Maguire, Orlando 


Read before Conference of Delegates by Giles Patterson, Jacksonville 
Your Committee on Lega! Clinies submits the following report: 


During the current year we were requested to make a study of Legal Clinies and the 
consequent development—Legal Institutes—as now conducted by local bar associations 
in a number of States. “Legal Clinics” may be defined as a series of meetings conducted 
by a local bar association in which studies are made of the various problems of law prac- 
tice which frequently confront the lawyers of that community. The meetings are usually 
held monthly or more frequently. Subjects are assigned well in advance which permit 
of careful preparation by members of the bar especially versed in the subjects under con- 
sideration; citations of authority are given, trends of decisions are discussed. The meet- 
ings usually consume an hour to one and one-half hours, with thirty minutes for delivery 
of the paper prepared and thirty minutes to one hour for round table discussion by those 
who care to participate. 


The “Legal Institute,” generally speaking, is an out-growth of legal clinies; is gen- 
erally annually or semi-annually on three successive afternoons and is simply a more inten- 
sive course of study, directed by men of National reputation. Both plans have as objectives 
the post admission education of lawyers, young and old, and have met with extraordi- 
nary success and enthusiastic attendance in many associations. 


In making our study we directed letters to the presidents of a majority of the local 
bar associations in this State, in which the following questions were asked: 


1. Should the Florida State Bar Association sponsor legal clinics on the part of local 
bar associations? 


2. If so, what meeting time do you believe would meet with suecess—a luncheon 
meeting, with thirty minutes alloted to the speaker on a particular subject, thirty min- 
utes for round table discussion and a toal of an hour and a half for the meeting, lunch- 
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eon and all, or a morning meeting such as they have in Dallas, Texas, or would an eve- 
ning meeting best serve the purpose? 


3. Do you believe that the Florida State Bar Association ean successfully sponsor 
Institutes of tle character above specified (referred to in preceeding paragraphs of the 
letter in question) and if so, should one be held in peninsular Florida and one in West 
Florida each year? Persuming that to be desirable, could they be arranged in succession 
so that, to illustrate, Dean Wigmore would be at the South Florida meeting on Monday 
and at the North Florida meeting on Tuesday, Williston on Contraets at the South Flori- 
da meeting on Tuesday and the North Florida meeting on Wednesday, and some other 
specialist on a particular phase of the law, in South Florida on Wednesday and North 
Florida on Thursday ? 


In addition to the responses to the foregoing questionnaire, we had at our com- 
mand the correspondence of the American Bar Association’s Committee on Loeal Bar As- 
sociation Administration and its report of last year. That Committee in the year 1937 re- 
ceived the views of more than 140 bar associations throughout the United States upon 
the questions here involved. That survey shows that twenty-seven out of each one hun- 
dred of the more active associations throughout the the country have Legal Clinies rang- 
ing from weekly clinies to quarter-annual clinies; that four out of each such one hundred 
have annual or semi-annual institutes. 


From our survey and the study which we have made we are convinced that eontinu- 
ing programs of activity are essential to effeetive bar associations, interested members 
and consequent general benefit. Such programs are necessarily dependent upon the ini- 
tiative, enthusiasm and interest of the president and other officers of a particular assoei- 
ation. If such officers fail to offer leadership and provide plans, the activities of the 
association are sporadic and interest wanes. Programs of work should be adopted which 
fit into the changing local cireumstanees and deal with subjects of a practical nature 
with which the members of the bar are from day to day confronted. 


We are certain that a bar association will never maintain the interest of its mem- 
bers through dinner dances, floor shows or stag parties, all of which are all right in their 
place but are not the things upen which active and effective bar associations are based. 


From the survey which was made by the above referred to committee of the Ameri- 
can Bar Association it was evident that the outstanding bar associations of the coun- 
try, whether small or large, are obtaining the most effective results in maintaining 
the interest of their members through sustained and continuing progress that provide 
educational benefits to the individual lawyer, aid him in meeting the problems of prae- 
tice and thereby better fit him to serve his clients. Such programs are being achieved 
through legal clinies to which in a number of instances is added the annual or semi-an- 
nual institute. 


Legal clintes are not new in this country. In a number of different bar associations 
they have been in progress for several years, and in one—Minneapolis, Minnesota—for 
about ten years. They are generally held monthly or more frequently, consist of a thirty 
minute diseussion of current topies of interest to lawyers, with the sueceeding thirty min- 
utes devoted to an open forum. The papers prepared for such discussions are carefully 
prepared by experts in their respective lines. Citations are given, cases are diseussed, 
trends given, with the result that each paper is in faet a short effective and well annotat- 
ed brief upon the question involved. These legal clinies have in a number of the larger 
cities led to the annual or semi-annual institute which we will further diseuss hereafter. 


In reading responses received last year by the Committee on Local Bar Association 
Administration of the American Bay Association it was interesting to note that without 
a single exception where clinics are being actively pregressed the bar associations are very 
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enthusiastic in their commendation of them. The following are excerpts from the corres- 
pondenee just referred to and are typical expressions: 


Mr John A. Beekwith, President of the Multnomah Bar Association, of Portland, Ore- 
gon says: 


“T am more convineed than ever that a Legal Clinic is the most attractive pro- 
gram to keep members of local bar associations interested.” 
The Lawyers’ Club of Los Angeles reports: 


“The Lawyers’ Club has tried various devices to accomplish this purpose 
(maintain interest) and none have proved so effective as the weekly noontime 
luncheon with an open forum for discussion of current topics of interest to law- 


The President of the Seattle Bar Association makes the following statement as to 
the programs held in connection with their weekly luncheons: 


“During the past year it has been the aim to have half hour addresses on some 
subject of practical interest to the members of the bar, such as a discussion of 
some important legislative or congressional act, or some important rule of law, 
or matter of practice or procedure. These discussions have been by some member 
of our association, or professor of the Law Department of the University of 
Washington, or by distinguished visitors in our City, or the like, and have gen- 
erally been found of considerable interest to the membership.” 


Mr. Fred B. Gregory, President of the Washoe County Bar Association (of Reno, 
Nevada), an association of eighty members, made this comment with regard to clinies: 


“It has been our experience that newly admitted attorneys are anxious to enter 
the association and the interest of the old members is best maintained by week- 
ly discussions conducted by some attorney touching upon legal or semi-legal 
questions and, particularly, those occasional humorous incidents or debatable 
questions of interpretation of the laws of this State.” 

The secretary of The Cleveland Bar Association says of their monthly clinics: 


“The best attended meetings are those at which one of our own members, who 
has specialized in a particular field of the law, speaks on the subject with which 
he is thoroughly familiar. These addresses are all carefully prepared. Citations 
are given; cases are discussed; trends are given.” 

Of the Hennepin County Bar Association (Minneapolis, Minnesota) it is stated: 


“For several years our programs have consisted of weekly meetings at which 
some member would speak on a technical subject. These have proven very de- 
sirable to our members and have brought out a consistant number at noon-day 
meetings. Something of a lighter vein has been introduced periodically which 
has always succeeded in materially increasing the attendance for the particular 
event, but for a regular noon-day feature the ‘legal clinic’ type of meeting seems 
to recommend itself.” 


Of the Dallas, Texas, Bar Association, the following was said: 


“We have tried out the banquet system, the dinner dance, the floor show 
and even magicians and professional funny men, but nothing has ever worked 
to obtain and keep sustained interest of the bar like the program which we call 
our ‘Legal Clinic’? where we meet each Saturday morning and have a prepared 
address by one of our members.” 


Judging from the responses which we received from the Florida bar associations ad- 
dressed we do not at this time have any associations in this State which are regularly 
dealing with this character of post admission educat‘on, but if we may judge by the ex- 
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perience of local bar associations in other States then legal clinies seem to be exceedingly 
productive of results in both large and small associations. 


It would seem that the subjects discussed and the papers written in order to be ef- 
fective and maintain interest must be of a strictly practical nature. The lawyer’s task is 
to apply common sense and knowledge of the law to the practical problems which his 
clients bring to him from day to day. Thereafter, if necessary, to present those same 
problems to the court or court and jury and if possible so apply the law as to win his 
case. The subjects for discussion when so confined are practically inexhaustible for they 
are as varied as are the laws, rules of procedure and problems which confront lawyers 
in their everyday practice. 


Where local associations adopt the plan of legal clinies, the times of meeting have 
to be worked out to suit the local needs. It would appear however that in other states the 
luncheon meeting has been most effective. The most notable success of the Saturday morn- 
ing meeting has been that of the Bar Association of Dallas, Texas. I hold in my hand a 
volume entitled “The Dallas Bar Speaks,” a publication of more than 470 pages for the 
year 1936. It shows the discussion of such questions as: 


Bankruptcy Loss Fallacy 

Cross Examination 

Federal Activities in the Field of Criminal Law. 
The English System—Its Advantages 

Why a Bar Association 

Solicitation of Business 

Legal Education and Admission to the Bar 
Selection of Judges 

What of the Law’s Delays, 


and many other interesting subjects. The work demonstrates that the papers presented 
before the Dallas Bar Association were prepared with exceeding care. One of the re- 
quirement of those who agreed to furnish such papers was that each paper should be of 
such character that the author would not hesitate to read it at a meeting of the State or 
American Bar Association. We have been told by the immediate past president of the 
Dallas Bar Association that the legal clinie with its splendid contribution toward post ad- 
mission education is responsible for memberships in the Dallas Bar Association of prae- 
tically all of that city’s lawyers—eight hundred in number. Further he states that it is 
not unusual for them to have from two hundred to four hundred members of the bar 
in attendance at each of their meetings which begin at 9:30 on each Saturday morning. 


LEGAL INSTITUTES 


The plan for Legal Institutes was initiated by the Cleveland Bar Association in 1932, 
It holds two each year. Each institute as there held consists of a series of six lectures, 
two lectures each afternoon on consecutive days between the hours of 4:00 and 6:00 
o’clock, and by men of National reputation. The lecturers appearing before these insti- 
tutes prepare in advance of their lectures reading assignments and such reading as- 
signments are distributed in advance by the Cleveland Bar Association to such of its 
members as expect to attend. The expenses of the institute are borne by a $2.00 admis- 
sion charge and heretofore attendance has varied from 400 to 900 members. The Cleve- 
land Bar Association has published the lectures of the four institutes heretofore held. The 
subjects and ealiber of the speakers are illustrated by the following: 


Dean Roscoe Pound—‘Recent Developments in the Law of Equity of In- 
terest to Practicing Lawyers.” 


Dean Francis H. Bohlen—“Some Problems in the Law of Torts.” 


Prof Samuel Williston—‘Some Problems in the Law ef Contracts of Inter- 
est to Practicing Lawyers.” 
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Prof. Austin W. Seott—‘Current Problems in the Law of Torts.” 
Dean John H. Wigmore—*Problems and Prospects in the Law of Evidence.” 
Prof. W. W. Dawson—*Declaratory Judgments.” 


Prof. W. Harton Leach—*Certain Phases of the Law on Real Property and 
the Drafting and Litigation of Wills and Trusts.” 


Prof. Edwin W. Patterson—*Current Problems of Insurance Law.” 


The Secretary of the Cincinnati Bar Association in discussing its activities had the 
following to say in relaton to the Institute: 


“Of particular interest to the members have been the series of institutes 
which have been developed during the past few years. These Institute meetings 
differ from the Conferences (Legal Clinics) in that the Institute consists of a 
series of three lectures on succeeding afternoons by some outstanding law pro- 
fessor and are devoted to presenting the recent developments in particular sub- 
jects of the law, with particular reference to the decisions of the State of Ohio. 
At these Institute meetings the lecturers have been Professor Williston on Con- 
tracts, Professor Beal on Conflicts of Law, Professor Seott on Trusts, Profes- 
sor Powell on Constitutional Law, and Professor Wigmore on Evidenee. To de- 
fray the expense of bringing these professors to Cineimnati a small charge is 
made for admission, but this in no way detracts from the attendance. The older 
members of the bar are as enthusiastic as the younger members in attending 
these institute mectings.” 


We doubt if the membership of any local bar association in this State is sufficient 
in size to justify the holding of institutes of the character we have here discussed. We 
believe however that the plan might be tried beginning first with a single institute for the 
State, to be held either in conjunction with the meeting of the Florida State Bar Associ- 
ation or at a special meeting say at the University of Florida, or Camp Roosevelt, near 
Ocala. These points are merely suggestive. Should such a plan meet with suceess it could 
be extended so as to provide an institute to be held in each of the Congressional Dis- 
triets with the speakers presenting their subjects at different points on successive days 
and within one week. Such regional meetings have met with suecess in the State of Illi- 
noise. 


All of the presidents of bar associations in this state, except one, who responded to 
our letters, evidenced much interest in both legal clinies and institutes. Generally it was 
their opinion (1) that the Florida State Bar Association should sponsor or in any 
event encourage legal clinics on the part of local bar associations; (2) that legal insti- 
tutes can be made successful on a regional basis. 


CONCLUSION 


The Florida State Bar Association has heretofore devoted a great deal of time and 
effort to a more expeditious and effective administration of justice; higher standards for 
admission to the bar; the enforcement of ethical practice on the part of all lawyers. But 
if our association is to finally best serve the public interest as well as the interest of the 
lawyers of this State it must be built upon active local bar associations. A local bar as- 
sociation to succeed must have interested members and to have interested members. it 
must continually aid them in a practical way in solving the problems encountered in ev- 
eryday practice. Every lawyer who succeeds is thirsting for information and instruction 
which will better fit him to serve the public, his clients and to keep abreast of the rapid 
changes taking place in many fields of the law. The bar association should most serious- 
lv endeavor to meet this need for information, this demand for instruction. From our 
research and study we are convinced that legal clinics and legal institutes offer the best 
practical approach to the solution of these problems, to the maintaining of interest in 
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local bar associations and to the consequent up-building of the Florida State Bar Asso- 
ciation, 


It is therefore our belief that the Florida State Bar Association should sponsor or 
in any event encourage post admission education through legal clinies and legal institutes. 
We recommend such procedure for your consideration. 


PROBLEM OF SMALL ESTATES 


Warren L. Jones of Jacksonville, Chairman of the Probate Committee reviewed the 
report of the committee which was published in the April issue of the Law Journal. The 
report was sent back to the Probate Committee for further study and members of the 
Conference and other lawyers were asked to write Chairman Jenes any suggestions they 
might have on the proposal. 


Mr. Jones’ address is Barnett Building, Jacksonville. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON UNIFICATION OF THE BAR 
By GILES PATTERSON, CHAIRMAN 


Your Committee on Rules, wishes to submit herewith a short summary of its activi- 
ties during the past year. 


After some delay the Supreme Court of Florida rendered an opinion upon the pe- 
tition which your committee filed the previous year asking for the adoption of rules and 
regulations dealing with the subject of legal ethics, admission to the bar, disciplinary 
proceedings and registration. The opinion is a very lengthy one. It discusses the duty 
of lawyers, the the necessity for high standards of moral character and intelligence, as 
well as the necessity for compelling those who have heen admitted to adhere to these stand- 
ards. 


Prior to the presentation of the petition, the Supreme Court adopted the canons of 
ethics of the American Bar Association for lawyers and judges, The court declined to ap- 
point a Board of Examiners but did add to the requirements for admission. The new rule 
does not require two years of college education which we were very anxious to have estab- 
lished nor limit admission to graduates of recognized law schools. But it is a step in the 
right direction. ; 


The court declined to approve the third and fourth rules proposed. But the opinion 
holds that the court has the power to do so. A petition for rehearing was filed by our 
committee and the committee of the Junior Bar cooperated with us. A rehearing will be 
held at an early date. 


We are still hopeful that the court will modify the present rule relating to Circuit 
Court commissions and make it possible for them to present their finding to the court 
in a way which will necessarily require action by the court. 


There can be no doubt but what the actions of the committees have aroused interest 
and that there is a stronger demand for a general housecleaning. Numerous local bar 
associations have adopted resolutions endorsing our petition and we believe the court will 
on rehearing give us further relief, even though it may not accept the form of rules 
which the committee have proposed. 


Our petition did not ask the court to adopt in the exact form in which they were 
drafted. It prayed for rules to accomplish the general purposes, i. e., to raise ihe 
standards of admission and to provide a practical method for enforcing compliance with 
the canons of ethics. If results can be accomplished by any modification or amendment 
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of the rules as proposed, your committee has no such pride of authorship as to object 
to such changes or alterations. 


CRIMINAL CODE 


J. C. Atkins, Chairman of the Criminal Code Committee, being absent, Tyrus 
Norwood, Assistant Attorney General, led the discussion. His comments, together -with 
those of Bart Riley, will be carried in a subsequent issue of the Law Journal. The 
action of the Conference on the Criminal Code will appear under the report of the 
Conference printed elsewhere in this issue. 


John Mathews, president of the Jacksonville Bar, called attention to the fact that 
public sentiment must be put back of the Criminal Code before it could be passed. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR NEW WORK 


Robert Milam, Chairman of the Committee on Judicial Administration and Legal 
Reform, made recommendations for a new work which will appear in the report of the 
Conference made to the Association carried elsewhere in this issue. 


L. R. Railey suggested to the Conference that the present Lien Law was a mons- 
trosity and that a committee should be appointed to prepare a new lien law. No definite 
action was taken. 


Dewey Knight of Miami read a resolution from the Dade County Bar asking the 
Conference to take such actions as necessary to procure a Seventh Justice of the Supreme 
Court, the action of the Conference being reflected in its report elsewhere in this issue. 


CONVENTION PROCEEDINGS 


Other proceedings of the 31st annual convention of the Florida State Bar As- 
sociation will be printed in the June issue of the Journal. 
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Local Bar Associations 
CLEARWATER BAR VOLUSIA COUNTY BAR 
Burwell Thornton, who recently moved The Volusia County Bar Association 


to Clearwater from Miami, was the prin- 
cipal speaker at the monthly supper meet- 
ing of the Clearwater Bar Association May 
2nd. He advocated that the Clearwater 
Bar Association endeavor to induce all 
local practicing attorneys to join and take 
an active part in the Association and that 
the Association adopt a platform including 
the following objectives: 

(a) The reorganization of the state as- 
sociation to include all attorneys prac- 
ticing in Florida. 

(b) The elimination of politics in the 
selection of judicial officers. 


(c) The simplification of practice. 


Cyril Progue is president and Chester 
MeMullen secretary. 


TAMPA—HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 
BAR 


The Tampa-Hillsborough County Bar 
Association under the leadership of Luth- 
er W. Cobbey held its spring outing at 
Villa Euse on April 23rd. 


The program was in charge of C. C. 
Parker, Thos. A. Dyer and Burton G. 
Henson. Guests present were Martin Cara- 
ballo, President of the Florida State Bar 
Association, Ed R. Bentley, secretary- 
treasurer, Evans MeCrary, Elwyn Thom- 
as and Charles Frances Coe. 


PALM BEACH COUNTY BAR 


The Palm Beach County Bar Associa- 
tion met on April 21st with E. Harris 
Drew as the principal speaker, He took 
as his subject “Integration of the State 
Bar.” 


held its monthly dinner meeting at the 
Daytona Beach Golf and Country Club 
on April 20th. Standing committees for 
the year were named. 


Thomas Tappy is president. 


JACKSONVILLE BAR 


The Jacksonville Bar Association held a 
meeting on May 2nd at which Judge Ru- 
fus KE. Foster, presiding judge of the 
United States Court of Appeals, was the 
principal speaker, introduced by Judge 
Louie W. Strum, United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of Flori- 
da. 


John E. Matthews is president. 


TALLAHASSEE BAR 


Curtis L. Waller was recently elected 
president of the Tallahassee Bar <Assoei- 
ation to sueceed Walter T. Moore, Jr. 
Other officers named at the annual ban- 
quet on April 20th were Orion C. Parker, 
vice president; James Gwynn, secretary, 
and Clyde Atkins, John Ausley and W. 
May Walker, directors. 


MANATEE COUNTY BAR 


Manatee County Bar Association held 
its outing at Devil’s Elbow at Dr. Larra- 
bee’s camp on the Manatee River on 


April 16th. A barbecue dinner and an in- 
formal program were enjoyed. 


i 
t 


186 FLORIDA LAW JOURNAL 


Junior Bar Section 


REPORT OF THE JUNIOR SECTION OF THE 
FLORIDA STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 


By E. DIXIE BEGGS, JR., President Junior Section, Florida State Bar Association 


All members of the Florida State Bar Association under the age of 36 years are 
automatically members of the Junior Section. The Section has a president, a secretary- 
treasurer and an executive council, and a number of standing committees through which 
it carries on selected projects and the work of the section, much in the same manner that 
the work of the state association itself is carried on. 


The Junior Section has been interested principally in three major projects during 
the past year. The first was the continuing of our best efforts for the adoption by the 
Supreme Court of the proposed rules for the unification of the Florida bar and for a 
better method of disciplining lawyers guilty of unethical practice or professional mis- 
conduct. This forward looking program originated with the Junior Section and we have 
considerable pride in it. The association itself has endorsed the proposals and a commit- 
tee from the association and the Junior Section’s committee on unification of the bar 
have worked together for the adoption of the proposed rules. While the Supreme Court 
refused to adopt proposed rules three and four in an opinion rendered in January, 1938, 
a rehearing has been granted, but not yet had, and it is hoped that the rules will yet be 


adopted, or similar rules that will accomplish the same general purpose will be formu- 
lated by the Court. 


A second major project during the past year, and one that has received favorable 
comment from many members of the bar outside of the Junior Section is to see what we 
can do to require law book publishers to give more consideration to the real needs of law- 
yers before issuing new digests, text books, encyclopedias, etc. The lawyers are the only 
source of customers for law book publishers and in some states the bar associations have 
already taken steps to combat the evil of too many and too expensive law books and publi- 
cations. There is no reason why the lawyers in Florida should not take some definite action 
along this line, in the opinion of the members of the Junior Section. However, our com- 
mittee for the development of this project soon realized that it would have to begin by con- 
centrating its efforts on some particular publication and determined that the revesion 
and annotation of the Florida Statutes might first be considered. After considerable 
study and correspondence the committee found that Wisconsin has an admirable plan 
for the revision and annotation of its statutes. A full time annotator and revisor is em- 
ployed by the state for the purpose of keeping the statutes free of ambiguities, omissions, 
prolixity, circumulocutions, etc. He submits to each biennial session of the legislature a 
revision and upon adoption by the legislature the revision, which contains all of the law 
of the state, is published in one volume and sold to the attorneys for the surprisingly 
small sum of $5.00. It is a pleasure to read a Wisconsin statute because of the refining 
and purifying it has undergone by reason of this system, Our committee has proposed 
that the mid-year conference of bar delegates of the state association consider this pro- 
ject and that the association as a whole cooperate with the Junior Section in the bring- 
ing into existence in Florida a similar plan for the revision of Florida statutes. The 
cumbersome 1927 Compilation with its six volume supplement, and pocket supplements 
yet to be published in order to embrace the 1937 legislative acts, have already and will 
continue to try the patience of Florida lawyers. The law book publishers tried to get the 
last legislature, and will undoubtedly call upon the next legislature to permit them to 
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visit upon the bar of Florida another compilation which will be no better and no less ex- 
pensive than the 1927 compilation. Prompt action by the state bar association may re- 
sult in the adoption of a plan of revision modelled after the Wisconsin plan which among 
other advantages combines efficiency with economy. The Junior Section at its annual 
meeting in Hollywood, May 6th, 1938, voted to continue to work upon this project and to 
request the association itself to cooperate in the work. 


The third project of the Junior Section was the enrollment of new members in the 
Florida State Bar Association. The report of our membership committee shows that we 
seeured approximately 50 new members during the year, and indirectly were respon- 
sible for, or at least assisted in securing approximately 185 members through group 
memberships in loeal bar associations. 


The members of the Junior Section are grateful to the older members of the Flori- 
da State Bar Association for the friendly cooperation they have given us in our work. 
The establishment of our section has afforded many of us an opportunity to take a more 
active part in worthwhile efforts for the betterment of our profession. 


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE JUNIOR BAR SECTION, 
FIORIDA STATE BAR ASSOCIATION, HELD IN HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 
FRIDAY AFTERNOON MAY 6, 1938. 


The meeting was called to order by E. Dixie Beggs, Jr., President. The minutes of the 
meeting held in Coral Gables on April 2, 1937, were read and approved. 


The President reported for the Executive Council, showing the work done during 
the past year. He called attention to the fact that the Council had met five times during 
the year, once at Pensacola, twice at Jacksonville, once at Tallahassee and onee at Coral 
Gables. The President also outlined the work done on the four projects of the Section, 
i. e., membership, unification, cost of law books and the Supreme Court issue. 


Henry Berg, Jacksonville, Chairman of the Membership Committee, reported for that 
committee. He reported as to the membership drive held just before the convention, with 
the result of a net gain of approximately fifty members in addition to the enrollment of 


the Jacksonville Bar Association as a group, which netted considerably in excess of one 
hundred new members. 


John Dickinson, St. Petersburg, Chairman of the Unification Committee, reported 
on the work done by that group and called particular attention to the rehearing which 
had been granted by the Supreme Court and set for argument some time during the month 
of May. He urged that the lawyers, individually and collectively, advise the Court of 


their sentiments and reference to the petition of the Bar Association for unification of 
the bar. 


In the absence of T. T. Oughterson, Stuart, Chairman of the Supreme Court Com- 
mittee, the President read his report, which indicated that irrespective of the influence 
of this particular committee, the proposal to pack the Supreme Court had been defeated. 


J. L. Lazonby, Gainesville, Chairman of the committee to investigate the cost of 
law books, made a very comprehensive report on the work of that committee. He out- 
lined the Iowa, Kansas and Wisconsin system whereby the laws are printed and ecodi- 
fied under the direction of the state at a cost of approximately $5.00, as compared with 
the $120.00 charged in Florida for a set of compiled general laws. It was the reeommen- 
dation of the committee that the report of the committee be printed in an early issue of 
the Law Journal so that thorough study could be given the matter and that the whole 
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subject be presented by the Council of the Junior Bar Section to the mid-year meeting 
of the bar delegates. On motion unanimously carried, the recommendation of that com- 
mittee was approved. 


T. J. Ellis, of Miami, reported for the committee with reference to the method of 
nominating officers. It was the thought of this committee that further study should be 
given to the matter in an endeavor to work out a more satisfactory method of selecting 
officers, giving particular thought to the matter of making nominations in advance of 
the meeting. Upon motion unanimously earried, the incoming Executive Council was di- 
rected to give further study to this matter. 


Harold B. Wahl, of Jacksonville, brought up the proposed revision of Rule 54 of 
the Florida Common Law Rules to provide for the production and inspection of objects 
and tangible things, in addition to letters and documents, the revision to follow Rule 34 
ot the proposed new Federal rules. Upon motion unanimously carried, this matter was 
referred to the Executive Council with directions to study the proposed revision and au- 


thority to petition the Supreme Court in support thereof, if it deemed such action ad- 
visable. 


George Mehlman, of West Palm Beach, suggested that the Section consider the 
Method of appointment of special matters as a project for the coming year. The Presi- 


dent announced that the incoming Executive Council would give consideration to this 
matter. 


An unanimous standing vote of appreciation was extended to T. J. Ellis, of Miami 
(who retires from the Section this year on account of age), for the fine work done by 
him. W. P. Simmons, Jr., of Tallahassee, suggested that the Section undertake as a pro- 
ject during the coming year, a program of education among the members of the Associ- 
ation eligible to membership in the Junior Bar Section, as to the work of the Section. It 
was Mr. Simmons’ thought that many members of the Association were not able to at- 
tend the annual meetings, consequently were not familiar with what was being done by 
the Section. The President announced that this would also be considered by the incoming 
Executive Council. 


Weston Vernon, of New York City, Chairman of the Junior Bar Conference of the 
American Bar Association, addressed the Section. His talk was informal, as he had prev- 
iously made a formal address to the Association as a whole. Mr. Vernon stated that re- 
sponses to questionnaires indicated that the young lawyers of Florida were primarily in- 
terested in four phases of the American Bar Association Junior Bar Conference public 
information programs, i. e., unauthorized practice, standards of admission, bar integra- 
tion and judicial selection. He called attention to the work being done by Junior Bar 
groups elsewhere in the country. In Detroit a buffet supper and smoker is given for 
newly admitted lawyers, which is attended by the judges before whom the new lawyers 
are to practice. In Dallas legal clinics and moot trials are staged. In New York the Jun- 
ior Bar Section has been given the administration of the committee to investigate the 
present procedure before government boards and bureaus. In Pennsylvania 10 per cent 
of the fees of court appointed masters are turned over to the Bar Association and ap- 
plied toward the reduction of fees of the younger members. Mr. Vernon’s address was 
well received and the President expressed appreciation to him for his coming to Florida 
for the convention. 


A vote of appreciation was extended to the retiring President, E, Dixie Beggs, Jr., 
for the fine work done by him during the past year. The newly elected President stated 


= 
: : 


FLORIDA LAW JOURNAL 189 


that a meeting of the Executive Council would be held the following morning, May 7, in 
the form of a breakfast. 


NEW OFFICERS 


President—Harold B. Wahl, Jacksonville 
Secretary-Treasurer—Wm. P. Simmons, Jr., Tallahassee 
Retiring President and ex-officio member of Exeeutive Council— 
E. Dixie Beggs, Jr., Pensacola 


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


Hayford O. Enwall, Miami 
Ben C. Willis, Tallahassee 
Culver Smith, West Palm Beach 
Hugh L. MeArthur, Tampa 


BIRTHDAY 


With this issue of the Flori- 
da Law Journal the Publish- 
ers of Supreme Court Report- 
er, Inc., wish to announce the 
first birthday of this service. 

Through our weekly bulle- 
tins we offer the earliest in- 
formation regularly obtain- 
able of the opinions rendered 
by the Florida Supreme 
Court. 

Additional features are in- 
cluded consisting of the opin- 
ions of the Attorney General 
and the calendar of oral argu- 
ment before the Supreme 
Court for the impending 
week. 


Sample bulletin will be sent 
on request. 
Supreme Court 
Reporter, Inc. 


P. O. Box 228 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 


JACKSONVILLE’S 
LARGEST and 
FINEST HOTEL 
300 Rooms 
300 Baths 


Manager 
e@ Conveniently located in the 
downtown business, shopping and 
theater district. Every room an outside 
room with private bath,(no court) 
circulating ice water, radio, fan and 
bed reading lamp. Suites of parlor, 
bedroom and bath. Superior cuisine 
in Carling Grill, and in the Tavern. 
All Outside Rooms---No Court 
Circulating Ice Water in every room 
77 Rooms-- Single with Private Bath $2.00 
44 Rooms - $2.50 _ 55 Rooms - $3.00 
66 Rooms - $3.50 23 Rooms - $4.00 
11 Suites: Parlor Bedroom & Bath - $6.00 
24 Sample Rooms with Private Bath $4.00 


Slight Increase in Rates for Double Occupancy 
Very Attractive Weekly and Monthly Retes 


A Robert R. Meyer Hotel 
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Year Round Hotels 


TAMPA TERRACE 
and FLORIDAN 
Tampa 


LAKELAND 
TERRACE 
Lakeland 


DIXIE COURT 
W. Palm Beach 
—s— 


Seasonal Hotels 


Open Dec. Ist---Apr. 10th 
ROYAL WORTH 
W. Palm Beach 
MANATEE RIVER 
Bradenton 
SARASOTA 
TERRACE 
Sarasota 
CHARLOTTE 
HARBOR 
Punta Gorda 


GASPARILLA INN 
Boca Grande 


EVERGLADES INN 
Everglades 


USEPPA INN 
Useppa Island 


No matter what part of Florida you’re planning 
to visit ... mo matter how much or how little 
you’re planning to spend... “COLLIER” is the 
one name to remember!—Collier chain of hotels. 


For sportsmen, for motorists, for leisure-seekers, for 
season residents or two-week vacationists . . . Collier 
hotels provide a warm and friendly Florida welcome! 


FLORIDA 


RIDA 


se 
PUNTA GORDA 
‘anor 
BOCA GRANDE 
isLaND 
v 
EVERGLADES 


TAMPA, FLA, 


Apply to TRAVEL AGENT or address individual hotel managers or 


COLLIER FIL.ORIDA COAST HOTELS 


HOTEL TAMPA TERRACE 


745 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK, N. ¥. 


TT 


‘ 
W, =—=\V= = Wp 
=/h=\\= =a /4=n= 
=/A=\\= = =D= 
= le =— /,= 
= = | 
— 
: 
KY 
‘a> 
| y 
| 
| 
‘| : 
| 
: 
| 
! 


The Board of Directors of 


The Horida Nalional Bank 
of fucksonwille 


Trust Department 
of the Bank 
This department administers Court Tpusts, 
acts as Cxeculor ox Administrator of Cilales, and 
nonders all formes of 
and fiduciary serwice forindividuals 
and conporalions 
The protection of the rightwof and frnoper 
cooperation with the Members of the Bax 
are fundamental elements of the policy 
ofoux Doprartment 
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NEW HOTEL 
MayF LOWE 


THE PRIDE OF JACKSONVILLE 


Jacksonville 
and 


West Palm Beach 


STAY AT 


MODERN 


CONVENIENCE FLORID A’S 
GARAGE DIRECTLY 


5 CONNECTED WITH FINEST HOTELS 


LOBBY. 


ROBERT KLOEPPEL HOTELS 


JACKSONVILLE * FLORIDA 


HOTEL 
ALSO GEORGE WASHINGTON 


WONDER HOTEL 
of THE SOUTH 


| HOTEL GEORGE 
WASHINGTON 


WEST PALM BEACH 


HOTEL 
FLAGLER EVERY MODERN 
CONVENIENCE... 


GARAGE DIRECTLY CONNECTED 
WITH LOBBY... 


ROBERT KLOEPPEL HOTELS 


JACKSONVILLE 


; JACKSONVILLE FLORIDA 
: use : 
: ‘hi EVERY ROO 
: 
CY 
: $2 UP 
BATH 


Simplicity in Legal Research 


Reduce every task to its simplest terms... eliminate 
every waste motion ... and definite savings in time, 
labor and energy will follow. 


In legal research . .. as in everything else . . . simplic- 
ity cuts corners. Improve your efficiency and accuracy 
and you speed the securing of those vital facts neces- 
sary to the correctness of your judgment. 


Shepard's Citations is the very essence of simplicity. 
It brings to each case and statute a directness that 
makes legal research easier, faster, more accurate, less 
costly. 


More than any other method Shepard's Citations keeps 
you up to the minute . . . makes your research a rov- 
tine matter... saves time and labor. Today... in 
tens of thousands of law offices .. . these versatile 
services are demonstrating their ability to lower costs. 
They can bring greater efficiency and economy to you. 


Shepard's Citations 
The Frank Shepard Company 
76-88 Lafayette Street 
New York 
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Ne Florida Law Library 
Complete Without the --- 


COMPILED GENERAL LAWS 
OF FLORIDA 1927 


and 


PERMANENT CUMULATIVE 
SUPPLEMENT 


ANNOTATED EDITION 


12 Volumes, including 1938 Pocket Parts 
Price $175.00, delivered 


Containing all the laws of a general 
nature through and including those 
passed at the 1937 Session of the 
Lesiglature, thoroughly Annotated. 


New Spring and Summer Bulletin 
mailed on request. 


JOHN M. ELLIOT 
Florida Representative 


THE HARRISON COMPANY 


Law Books 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 


| 
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E 
| Law Books Published, Bought, Sold and Exchanged / 


